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“Reflections  on  Dolores  Streef  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Deja  vu  on  22nd  Street 

Controversial  arts  space  gets  its  groove  back 


Less  than  two  years  ago,  at  the 
height  of  the  dot-com  boom,  22nd 
and  Mission  was  the  scene  of  col¬ 
orful  but  angry  protests  as  dance  compa¬ 
nies  based  at  Dancers’  Studio  were  forced 
out  by  huge  rent  hikes.  In  a  remarkably 
short  span  of  time  the  boom  has  gone 
bust,  and  now  the  bust  seems  to  be  evolv¬ 
ing  back  into  something  that  could  be 
called  normalcy,  if  normalcy  has  any 
meaning  in  the  weird  world  of  economic 
fads  and  associated  real  estate  feeding 
frenzies.  After  all  the  rhetoric,  speeches, 
protests  and  talk  of  an  artist  exodus,  a 
shoe  store  and  a  dance  company  (albeit  a 
souped-up  one)  once  again  occupy  the 
property. 


Leed’s  Shoes,  which  was  on  the 
ground  floor  at  22nd  and  Mission  for 
decades,  is  gone,  replaced  by  Skechers,  a 
discount  shoe  chain.  Upstairs,  where 
dance  companies  left  under  less  than 
pleasant  circumstances,  ABADA  - 
Capoeira  San  Francisco/  Brazilian 
Cultural  Center  has  set  up  shop.  Capoeira 
is  a  type  of  dance,  but  also  a  sport  and  self 
defense  technique. 

ABADA,  located  at  20th  and  Mission 
for  the  last  five  years,  was  immensely 
popular  among  Mission  District  residents 
and  provided  free  classes  to  at-risk  teens. 
As  they  grew,  their  space  did  not,  and 
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If  you  blinked  you  missed  it. 

Strip  club  gets  the  boot 

Sex,  drugs  and  Senor  Cheap's  thrills  at  16th  and  Mission 


by  Victor  Miller 

n  a  community  as  fixated  on  the 
impact  of  development  as  the 
Mission,  it  seems  impossible  that  a  lap 
dancing  club  could  open  up  shop,  espe¬ 
cially  after  the  proprietor,  Sam  Conti, 
announced  his  intentions  weeks  in 
advance  with  garish  neon  signs  that 
promised  girls,  girls,  girls.  But  in  March, 
the  Chi  Chi  Club,  situated  for  a  brief  time 
at  2020  Mission  Street  in  what  has  been 
consistently  the  neighborhood’s  highest 
crime  area,  had  its  moment  in  the  sun. 

The  club’s  location  could  not  have 
been  worse.  The  Chi  Chi  was  right  next 
door  to  the  Southwest  BART  Plaza  where 
a  multi-  million  dollar  reconstruction  pro¬ 


ject,  designed  to  rid  the  plaza  of  its  sleazi¬ 
ness  and  turn  it  into  user  friendly  public 
space,  is  due  to  be  completed  in  August 
Nor  could  it  have  opened  at  a  less  auspi¬ 
cious  time.  By  mid-March,  Mission 
Police  Station’s  ongoing  buy/bust  pro¬ 
gram  had  just  succeeded  in  breaking  up  a 
group  of  violent  drug  dealers  that  had 
been  terrorizing  the  vicinity  for  over  a 
year. 

Every  city  agency,  business  and  com¬ 
munity  group  wanted  the  Chi  Chi  out,  but 
the  laws  regulating  the  bump-and-grind 
industry  are  not  as  straightforward  as  one 
might  imagine  and  Conti,  a  well  known 
mover  and  shaker  in  the  heyday  of  the 
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Together  we  can  make  a  difference 

M  J  •  • 


A  Worker-Owned 
Cooperative  . 


Open 

9am-9pm 

everyday 


Apoya  a  la  agrlcultura  x, 
sostenible;  come  productos 
naturales.  Compra  productos 


X  Support  sustainable 

'IT  . 

agriculture;  eat  orgauic. 
Buy  ecological  cleauiog  products. 
Couserve  energy  a  water. 
Reduce,  reuse  &  recycle. 

Buy  in  Bulk. 
Plant  trees.  Compost. 
Buy  Fair  Trade  Products. 
Walks  bicycle. 


Conserva  energia  y  agua. 
Reduce,  rousa,  y  recicla. 
Compra  a  grand. 

Planta  arboles.  Cumpostea 
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Will  the  picture  show  last? 

One  of  the  last  independents,  the  Roxie  Cinema,  faces  eviction 


by  Rachel  Desjardins 

It’s  the  last  curtain  call  at  the  Roxie 
Cinema.  The  single-screen  art-house 
is  being  evicted  because  they  have 
failed  to  pay  their  rent  for  the  past  four 
months.  They  have  until  April  16  to  pay 
up,  or  they  will  be  forced  to  shut  down 
after  26  years  on  16th  and  Valencia  St. 

“Our  rent  is  $8600  a  month.  That’s  a 
lot  of  money  and  a  lot  of  people  to  come 
in,  just  to  pay  the  rent,”  said  Bill  Banning, 
the  theater  owner.  “We  have  always 
struggled  to  survive  in  the  18  years  I’ve 
been  here.  It’s  always  been  tough.”  In  the 
26  years  the  Roxie  has  been  open,  thirty 
single-screen  movie  theaters  in  San 
Francisco  have  closed  their  doors,  unable 
to  meet  revenue  demands. 

“One  thing  that  makes  us  unique  in 
the  country  is  the  open-minded  audience 
in  San  Francisco.  As  a  film  distributor, 
we  can  gauge  how  films  do  in  cities 
around  the  country  and  very  often  we  will 
have  the  highest  gross,”  Banning  said. 
Apparently  these  funds  aren’t  enough  to 
keep  theaters  opea  In  fact,  only  five 
independent  theaters  exist  in  San 
Francisco  today:  the  Landmark,  the 
Castro,  the  Red  Vic,  the  Four  Star,  and  the 
Roxie. 

The  Roxie  shows  independent  films, 
documentaries,  foreign  films  and  other 
films  that  have  fallen  through  the  cracks. 
“What  distinguishes  the  Roxie  is  that  we 
take  a  lot  more  risks.  We  show  a  lot  more 
films  that  have  been  shown  in  veiy  few 


venues,”  Banning  said.  Their  dedication 
to  the  art  of  film  conflicts  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  strains  necessary  to  running  a  theater. 

“The  film  culture  has  shifted  over  the 
years.  I  mean,  it’s  a  gradual  thing.  I  think 
if  anything  happened  vis-a-vis  the  dot¬ 
com  people,  was  that  there’s  always  been 
a  certain  cachet  that  films  have  had.  And 
I  think  because  they  were  get-rich-quick 
young  people  and  hip  they  took  away 
some  of  that  cachet.  They  were  attracted 
to  a  place  like  Foreign  Cinema  because 
that  place  was  booming.  I  think  they  mar¬ 
ginalized  film.  They  capitalized  on  film 
being  ‘cool’  but  they  didn’t  really  show  it 
in  an  atmosphere  where  people  really 
watched  the  film.  You’re  watching  it  over 
dinner.  But  apparently  their  clientele  has 
totally  evaporated,”  Banning  said  as  he 
tried  to  rationalize  the  demise  of  single¬ 
screen  theaters. 

The  Roxie  will  go  down  fighting. 
There  is  at  least  one  more  chance  to  pick 
JuJubes  from  your  teeth,  as  the  Roxie  has 
decided  to  hold  a  sliding  scale  Gala 
Benefit  at  the  theater  on  Sunday,  April  7. 
The  Last  Picture  Show,  Peter 
Bogdanovich’s  classic  1971  film,  will  be 
shown  “There’s  going  to  be  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  here.  Although  we’re  not  sure  exact¬ 
ly  who,  we’re  hoping  Robin  Williams  will 
show  up.  Also,  we  may  have 
Bogdanovich  here  as  well,  promoting  his 
new  film.” 

Will  the  benefit  save  the  theater?  “It 
might.  It’s  going  to  be  down  to  the  wire.” 


Women’s  mural 
vandalized 

On  March  26  the  mural  which  cov¬ 
ers  the  Women’s  Building  was 
vandalized.  The  damage  includ¬ 
ed  a  line  of  black  spray  paint  running  all 
across  the  mural,  and  hate  slogans  includ¬ 
ing  “Kill  Arabs.”  Less  than  a  block  away, 
the  words  “Kill  Arabs”  and  “Bomb 
Arabs”  were  spray  painted  in  black  on 
two  murals  at  Clarion  and  Valencia. 
Similar  graffiti  have  recently  appeared 
along  Valencia  Street. 

A  joint  statement  by  the  board  and 
staff  of  the  Women’s  Building  said,  in 
part,  “the  mural  on  the  front  of  the 
Women’s  Building  is  called 
‘Maestrapeace’  for  a  reason.  It  signals  the 
commitment  of  women,  in  all  our  fabu¬ 
lous  variety,  to  be  teachers  of  peace.  The 
defacing  of  the  mural  with  words  of 
hatred  is  another  kind  of  signal.  It 
reminds  us  that  certain  communities  pay  a 
very  high  price  when  militarism  and  inter¬ 
national  aggression  become  the  order  of 
the  day.” 


Vandalized  mural  at  the  Women's'  Building 

In  a  press  statement,  the  mural’s 
artists  said,  “Our  art,  more  than  ever,  rep¬ 
resents  the  aspirations  and  struggles  of  the 
human  family  for  beauty,  equity,  justice 
and  peace...  We  will  always  return  to 
restore  and  protect  the  mural.” 

For  over  a  decade,  someone  persis¬ 
tently  defaced  the  Bay  Area’s  only 
Palestinian-themed  mural  at  21st  and 
Mission  until  the  artists  boarded  it  up  last 
summer.  The  assaults  on  this  mural,  the 
Women’s  Building,  the  Valencia  and 
Clarion  murals,  and  the  vandalism  to  a 
window  display  of  books  on  the  Middle 

East  at  Modem  Times  Books  in 
November  were  all  very  similar  in  style 
and  message.  All  are,  more  than  likely, 
the  work  of  the  same  person  or  persons. 

In  October  2001,  Supervisor  Tom 
Ammiano  had  $15,000  earmarked  as  a 
reward  fund  for  information  leading  to  the 
arrest  and  conviction  of  perpetrators  of 
such  crimes.  Anyone  having  information 
on  these  incidents  and  wishing  to  claim 
the  reward  should  contact  the  district 
attorney’s  office  at  553-1596. 


Now  open! 


cf/Hittowa 


New  to  the  neighborhood  is  San  Francisco’s  finest  chef  -  Luisa  -  who  is  opening  Trattoria  Luisa  at  1007  Guerrero  Street. 
Chef  Luisa  has  become  a  legend  in  her  own  time  cooking  fine  Italian  cuisine  since  1959.  Her  many  other  restaurants 
include  Luisa ’s,  La  Focaccia,  Pastaio  and  Pasta  Pizza. 

Her  new  restaurant,  Trattoria  Luisa,  features  homemade  pasta,  lobster  ravioli,  porcinni  ravioli  and  gnocchi  (called  a 
“pillow  of  love”  and  voted  best  in  the  Bay  Area  by  the  Bay  Guardian).  Moderately  priced,  Trattoria  Luisa  possesses  a  chic 
eclectic  atmosphere  coupled  with  an  old  world  Italian  flavor. 

Chef  Luisa  has  a  passion  for  cooking  which  she  sees  as  a  “labor  of  love.  ” 

Unique  to  Trattoria  Luisa  are  personalized  dishes  cooked  on  request.  If  you  want  the  homemade  touch  Trattoria  Luisa  will 
not  disappoint  and  will  provide  you  with  a  memorable  dining  experience. 

Tratorria  Luisa  1007  Guerrero  @  22nd. 

Open  4-12  Tuesday  to  Saturday,  Sunday  champagne  brunch  at  8am. 

Ask  us  about  private  cooking  lessons  from  Chef  Luisa. 

Telephone  643-3800 

And  for  the  best  pizza  in  San  Francisco  try  the  Amalfi  Pizzeria  at  4238  18th  Street  for  great  thin  crust  pizza. 

House  specialty:  volcano  pizza  and  calzone. 
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Deja  vu  on  22nd  Street  Continued  from  Page  1 


Strip  Club 


Continued  from  page  1 


ABADA  had  no  way  to  expand  its  class 
schedule:  hence  their  move  into  a  space 
almost  twice  as  large. 

Beginning  this  month,  ABADA  will 
offer  an  expanded  program  of  classes  in 
Capoeira,  Brazilian  JiuJitzu,  Samba,  tra¬ 
ditional  Afro-Brazilian  dance  and  percus¬ 
sion,  and  the  Portuguese  language.  “We 


worked  closely  with  the  landlord, 
Pomegranate  Design  and  Development, 
to  secure  a  fair  lease  and  we  are  excited 
about  the  opportunities  the  new  space 
gives  us,”  said  ABADA  executive  direc¬ 
tor  Jennifer  Walsh.  Artistic  director 
Maria  Treidler  said  they  also  plan  on  fur¬ 
ther  developing  ABADA’s  International 
“Jogos”  Capoeira  Competitioa 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  &  17th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . .  864-24 1  9 


&  NO 
GRILL 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  ‘friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1210  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(4 1 5)  974-8980  (5 1 0)  84 1  -8987 


Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


www.goodvibes.com  I -800-BUY-VIBE 


ADVERTISE  IN 
THE  NEW 
MISSION  NEWS 

FOR  RATES 
AND  INFORMATION 
CALL  695-8702 


North  Beach  topless  scene,  proved  him¬ 
self  a  skillful  player  in  the  San  Francisco 
permit  game.  For  a  while,  he  had  City 
officials  on  the  ropes. 

In  February,  soon  after  the  first 
hoochi  coochi  neon  went  up  the  Planning 
Department  advised  Conti  and  his  land¬ 
lord  Thakorbhai  Patel  that  the  Chi  Chi 
Club,  an  adult  theater,  was  in  violation  of 
the  Planning  Code  since  it  was  located 
within  1,000  feet  of  another  adult  busi¬ 
ness,  a  book  and  video  outlet  down  the 
block  called  Mission  News  (a  name  this 
publication  has  reason  to  bemoan). 

The  10%  solution 

Conti  was  unperturbed.  In  a  letter 
responding  to  zoning  administrator  Larry 
Badiner  he  pointed  out  that,  according  to 
Section  791  of  the  Police  Code,  an  adult 
theater  is  one  where  the  facilities  are  used 
for  sexually  explicit  entertainment  more 
than  10%  of  the  time,  as  measured  on 
annual  basis.  (The  code  itself  is  pretty 
explicit  when  spelling  out  which  “speci¬ 
fied  anatomical  areas”  are  the  naughty 
ones.) 

Conti  also  argued  that  only  the 
police,  not  the  planners,  could  interpret 
the  Police  Code,  and  that  by  his  reading  of 
PC  791,  this  would  take  a  full  year  of 
daily  monitoring,  during  which  time  he 
could  stay  in  business.  He  also  threatened 
to  take  legal  action  against  the  City  if 
interfered  with. 

There  are  currently  more  than  50 
vacant  storefronts  in  the  Mission.  Had 
Conti’s  view  of  the  law  held  up,  anyone 
who  wanted  to  could  set  up  sex  themed 
clubs  and  what  are  called  “encounter  stu¬ 
dios”  in  these  unused  sites  and  operate 
them  for  a  year.  Even  if  they  were  closed 
down  after  that  time,  they  could  just  open 
up  under  another  name  in  another  vacait  site. 

On  March  6,  2002  Badiner  sent  the 
Patels  and  Conti  a  revised  notice,  stating 
that  the  Chi  Chi  violated  the  Mission’s 
interim  zoning  controls.  Passed  last  year 
in  response  to  some  of  the  excesses  of  the 
dot-com  era,  they  require  a  public  hearing 
whenever  there  is  a  change  of  use  for  a 
property.  The  last  legally  permitted  use 
for  2020  Mission  was  the  unfortunately 
named  Senor  Cheap’s,  a  snack  shop  that 
opened  in  1997.  Somehow  it  evolved  into 
the  Bus  Stop  Fun  Spot,  featuring  a  very 
retro  ball  and  target  game  called 
Fascination;  skin  magazines  and  sex  ori¬ 
ented  books  were  added  sometime  in 
1999,  and  it  became  the  Chi  Chi  early  in 
2002.  (Not  all  of  the  Fun  Spot’s  fun  was 
legal.  On  September  29,  2000  an  employ¬ 
ee  was  arrested  for  selling  crack  cocaine 
out  of  the  store.) 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS 

3288  21  ST  STREET  Box  #202 
SF,  CA  94110 

PH:  415-695-8702FX:  415-695-2838 
E-MAIL  vmiller4@mindspring.com 
Editor-in-Chief 
Victor  Miller 

Layout,  design  and  cover  art 
Victor  Navarrete 
Ad  Design 
Lex  McCloud 
Copy  Editor 
Peter  Claudius 
Photographers 
v  e  miller,  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
Writers 

Victor  Miller,  Silicon  Satan,  Library 
Lady,  Sonny  Smith,  Richard  Pitt,  Chris 
Daly,  Richard  Marquez,  Randy  Shaw 
Jill  Winkelstein,  Rachel  Desjardins, 
Monica,  Conrady,  Julie  Murphy,  Oliver 
Chin,  Luigi  Cipolla 

WEB  SITE:  sfmission.com 


In  response  to  the  Planning 
Department’s  amended  complaint,  Conti 
filed  an  appeal  with  the  Appeals  Board. 
He  also  fired  off  a  letter  to  Badiner  claim¬ 
ing  the  Chi  Chi  had  been  in  operation  as  a 
theater  for  three  years.  If  true  (which 
would  have  been  news  to  all  his  neighbors 
and  the  cops)  this  predated  the  interim 
controls,  so  according  to  Conti  there  had 
been  no  change  of  use. 

A  hearing  date  was  set  for  May  15, 
and  it  was  beginning  to  look  like  a 
bureaucratic  mess  of  indeterminate  length 
was  in  the  works.  And  so  the  Chi  Chi 
Club,  with  a  full  complement  of  lap 
dancers,  opened  on  March  16. 


Hotel  Dope 

Meanwliile,  things  were  going  poorly  for 
the  Chi  Chi  Club’s  landlord,  Thakorbhai 
Patel  and  members  of  his  family,  who  also 
own  the  Union  Hotel  at  2026-30  Mission, 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  Chi  Chi.  As 
far  back  as  1996  the  City  Attorney  had 
been  warning  Patel  to  do  something  about 
drag  activity  at  the  Union  Hotel. 

Between  April  1998  and  April  2001 
police  entered  the  Union  on  18  separate 
occasions  to  make  dmg  arrests,  mostly  for 
possession  for  sale  of  cocaine  and/or 
heroin.  One  individual  was  arrested  for 
dealing  crack  directly  out  of  the  hotel.  On 
July  27,  2001,  the  City  Attorney’s  office 
sued  Patel  as  a  public  nuisance  because  of 
the  drug  activity. 

On  February  27,  2002  deputy  city 
attorney  Karen  Carrera  warned  the  Patels 
they  could  be  subject  to  another  lawsuit 
based  on  the  Chi  Chi  Club’s  apparent  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  planning  code.  They  didn’t 
have  much  time  to  mull  this  over.  On 
March  19,  just  three  days  after  the  Chi 
Chi  Club  opened,  the  Patels  lost  the 
Union  Hotel  suit  and  were  hit  with  a 
$50,000  fine. 

Going,  going,  gone 

Exactly  what  happened  next  is  not  clear, 
since  neither  Sam  Conti  nor  Thakoibhai 
Patel  returned  phone  calls  regarding  this 
stoiy,  but  sources  familiar  with  the  matter 
told  the  News  the  Patels  decided  to  cut 
their  losses  and  came  to  an  agreement 
with  Conti  about  his  immediate  departure. 
The  Chi  Chi  closed  its  doors  on  March  26, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  there  was  not 
so  much  as  a  single  g-string  remaining  to 
show  that  it  had  ever  been  there. 

In  many  ways,  the  Chi  Chi  Club  inci¬ 
dent  is  an  example  of  City  agencies  and 
the  public  working  together  successfully. 
The  planning  department,  often  criticized 
for  having  no  enforcement  muscle, 
showed  some  spunk.  The  City  Attorney’s 
public  nuisance  action  got  the  desired 
results.  The  interim  zoning  controls,  a 
product  of  community  activism,  gave 
people  a  voice  in  choosing  the  composi¬ 
tion  of  their  neighborhood  when  they 
needed  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Chi  Chi  Club 
managed  to  open  up  and  operate  for  over 
a  week  and  a  half  in  defiance  of  the  con¬ 
sensus  of  opinion  against  it  and  it  was 
forced  out  as  quickly  as  it  was  only 
because  of  the  building  owner’s  long¬ 
term  culpability  in  other  offensive  activi¬ 
ty 

Currently  the  City  Planning 
Department  and  Mission  based  organiza¬ 
tions  are  involved  in  a  rezoning  process 
(See  Page  5)  that  will  in  part  determine 
the  extent  of  control  the  public  will  exer¬ 
cise  in  the  future  development  of  the  area. 
The  antics  of  Mr.  Conti,  if  nothing  else, 
point  out  the  importance  of  that  undertak¬ 
ing. 
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Designing  the  future 

Community  planning  tackles  the  big  issues  of  development 

Editorial  opinion  by  Victor  Miller 


As  can  be  seen  by  the  map  on  this 
page,  huge  segments  of  the 
Mission  District  are  being 
rezoned  in  a  yearlong  public  process  for¬ 
mulating  new  regulations  to  guide  devel¬ 
opment  in  the  area’s  three  commercial 
corridors  and  the  North  East  Mission 
Industrial  Zone  (NEMIZ).  The  commer¬ 
cial  sector  constitutes,  next  to  Market 
Street,  the  city’s  second-largest  retail 
business  district.  The  NEMIZ  represents 
one  of  the  last  large  parcels  of  relatively 
inexpensive  land  where,  until  recently, 
almost  anything  was  permitted  in  terms  of 
development.  In  the  past,  backers  of  vari¬ 
ous  types  of  development  have  used  the 
permissive  zoning  and  lackluster  econom¬ 
ic  conditions  to  profit  at  the  expense  of 
existing  residents  and  established  local 
enterprises. 

In  the  ‘70s,  when  BART  construction 
disrupted  access  to  local  businesses  and 
led  to  a  number  of  them  failing,  the  sex 
industry  was  quick  to  move  into  the 
vacated  storefronts  along  16th  Street  At 
one  time,  more  than  more  than  half  a 
dozen  of  them  were  in  operation,  but  after 
a  long,  drawn  out  fight  by  residents  and 
other  businesses,  all  but  one  was  forced 
out 

In  the  early  ‘90s,  the  Jordan  adminis¬ 
tration  proposed  turning  the  entire 
NEMIZ  into  a  Biotech  Zone.  To  further 
this  rather  ill  considered  policy,  one  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Jordan  team  suggested  “blan¬ 
ket”  environmental  impact  reports.  Once 

an  EIR  was  approved  for  the  biotech  tech 
industry  as  a  whole,  individual  compa¬ 
nies,  regardless  of  what  they  were  cook¬ 
ing  up  in  their  labs,  could  just  move  right 
in.  Critics  called  it  a  formula  for  mutant 
making.  Another  grassroots  revolt  (and 
the  essential  worthlessness  of  the  idea) 
nipped  this  one  in  the  bud. 

At  the  cusp  of  the  century,  the  dot¬ 
com  industry  spurred  a  boom  in  office 
construction  that  threatened  to  swallow 
everything,  even  the  vital  commercial 
corridors,  in  its  wake.  Today,  many  of  the 
approved  office  projects  -  which  were 
bitterly  opposed  by  community  groups  - 
are  either  empty  or  only  partially  com¬ 
pleted.  The  dot-com  era  also  saw  a  prolif¬ 
eration  of  live-work  development,  an 
expensive  form  of  housing  inappropriate 
for  either  families  or  seniors,  which 
nonetheless  took  up  a  tremendous  amount 
of  land.  Popular  reaction  against  the  dot¬ 
com  driven  evictions  and  soaring  rents 
stopped  within  spitting  distance  of  full- 


scale  riot,  an  exciting  but  not  most  effec¬ 
tive  way  of  influencing  public  policy 

In  addition  to  these  major  waves  of 
change,  there  is  the  often-heard  complaint 
that  the  Mission  District  has  frequently 
been  used  as  a  dumping  ground  for  all 
manner  of  social  service  programs  that 
other  neighborhoods  don’t  want  and 
which  never  seem  to  address  the  problems 
of  the  community  in  which  they  are 
based. 

We  are  now  in  a  rare  non-crisis 
mode,  usually  a  time  of  lapsed  activism 
but  now  a  time  of  renewed  interest  the 
future.  The  interim  zoning  controls, 
which  were  put  in  place  last  year  to  miti¬ 
gate  the  dot-com  excesses,  are  due  to 


expire  in  June;  however,  they  can  and 
probably  will  be  extended  for  up  to  a  year 
to  allow  time  for  a  series  of  public  forums 
to  determine  what  business  owners,  resi¬ 
dents  and  community  groups  want  this 
Mission  District  to  be,  what  kind  of  devel¬ 
opment  is  beneficial  and  how  to  bring  it 
about  -  a  community  vision  backed  up  by 
zoning,  called  (in  prosaic  planning  lingo) 
an  Area  Plan.  The  first  stage  of  this  effort 
took  place  on  February  12  at  ODC 
Theater,  where  over  400  people  attended 
a  meeting  sponsored  by  the  City  Planning 
Department  and  Mission  activists  to  out¬ 
line  the  community -planning  concept. 

Since  then,  the  various  member  orga¬ 
nizations  of  the  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition  have  held  work¬ 
shops  with  tenant,  senior  and  youth 
groups  to  begin  what  is  going  to  be  a  very 
long  discussion.  While  zoning  and  plan¬ 
ning  issues  usually  put  most  people  to 
sleep,  the  turnout  so  far  indicates  people’s 
recognition  that,  without  some  sort  of 


blueprint  for  the  Mission’s  future,  many 
of  us  will  be  pushed  out  of  here  by  one 
species  of  greed  or  another.  Those  of  us 
who  manage  to  remain  may  find  the  old 
‘hood  a  drearier,  less  interesting  place. 

On  April  27,  another  large  meeting 
on  what  is  being  called  the  People’s  Plan 
At  press  time  the  location  and  time  had 
not  been  set.  Those  interesting  in  attend¬ 
ing  should  call  431-4210.  Throughout  the 
month,  additional  workshops  will  be  held 
at  the  request  of  organizations  and  groups 
of  individuals  who  wish  to  have  a  voice  in 
this  effort.  Intersection  for  the  Arts  (at 
446  Valencia)  will  host  a  walk-in  educa¬ 
tional  exhibit  through  April  20.  Anyone 
who  cares  about  what  happens  to  the 
Mission  can  get  involved  by  contacting 
the  Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition 
at  431-4210. 

012X212*2 Gia 


Area’s  enclosed  in  broken  lines  are  included  in  the  extensive  rezoning  effort  now  underway. 
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Valencia  St  (nr  21  st) 

Telephone:  026-6700  Fax:  026-6701 


Lewcjt  prices  in  town  for  Internet  Access’. 

Many  computers  available! 
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Open  7am  to  9pm ,  7  days  a  week ,  365  days  a  year!  ,  , 

4/  f  *****  *  _  Plus  don  t  miss  our 
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Broken  silence 

Muralists’  work  tells  the  untold  story  of  Palestinian  struggle 


By  Rachel  Desjardins 

Art  is  activism  in  the  Mission,  and 
Susan  Greene  proved  it  at  The 
Lab  on  March  12th  when  she  pre¬ 
sented  her  slide  lecture,  “Art  Activism  in 
Occupied  Palestine.”  Greene  is  part  of 
Break  the  Silence  Mural  and  Arts  Project, 
an  arts/activist  group  started  by  four 
Jewish-American  women  In  collabora¬ 
tion  with  community  members  and  artists, 
Break  the  Silence  (BTS)  works  to  create  a 
greater  awareness  of  the  Israeli  occupa¬ 
tion  in  Palestine. 

In  1989,  the  year  BTS  was  founded, 
the  group  traveled  to  the  West  Bank  city 
of  Ramallah  in  Palestine  to  work  on  a 
series  of  murals  with  Palestinian  commu¬ 
nity  members  and  artists.  “We  went  to 
Palestine  in  1989  because  we  were  being 
faced  with  too  many  contradictions.  Jews 
had  the  right  to  live  there,  but  the 
Palestinians  did  not.  We  wanted  to  find 
out  for  ourselves  why  the  Palestinians 
were  being  treated  so  poorly,”  Greene 
says.  They  were  shocked  by  what  they 
saw. 

Since  1948,  when  the  UN  called  for 
the  partition  of  Palestine  into  an  Arab 


state  and  a  Jewish  state,  Israel  has  been 
occupying  more  and  more  Palestinian  ter¬ 
ritory,  forcing  entire  communities  to  evac¬ 
uate  their  homes.  “We  met  many  fami¬ 
lies  who  were  forced  to  leave  their  land. 
The  Israelis  used  brute  force  and  collec¬ 
tive  violence  to  demolish  Palestinian 
homes  and  confiscate  their  land. 
Palestinians  were  living  in  tents  provided 
by  the  UN,  on  the  land  where  their  hous¬ 
es  once  stood,”  said  Greene. 

This  situation  in  the  West  Bank  led 
BTS  to  return  in  August  2001,  this  time  to 
work  on  a  four-story  mural  at  the  cultural 
center  in  the  Dheisheh  Refugee  Camp.  In 
working  with  Palestinian  youth,  BTS  had 
the  opportunity  to  hear  many  of  their  sto¬ 
ries  about  growing  up  under  the  occupa¬ 
tion.  Greene  said,  “The  most  important 
message  I  have  taken  away  from  the  kids 
is  that  they  want  to  live  a  normal  life. 
They  want  their  dreams  to  be  realized. 
They  do  not  want  to  live  under  the  occu¬ 
pation  in  tire  refugee  camps.  They  want 
to  live  like  human  beings.” 

Break  the  Silence  seeks  to  inform  the 
public  about  the  situation  in  Occupied 
Palestine.  “Our  project  is  looking  to  raise 


Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books 
&  Recor 


Open  Tuesday  to  Sunday 
1 1  am  to  6  pm 
Closed  Mondays 
New  &  Used  Books  &  Vinyl 


--Live  Events  in  April— 


April  7  -  Sunday  -  4:30  pm  -  Poets  Jack  Hirschman, 
Louise  Nayer  sc  Carol  Tarlen 
+  +  Plus  +  +  Jazz  jam  session  from  6  pm  to  8  pm  +  +  Plus  +  + 

April  21  -  Sunday  -  4:30  pm  -  Poet  David  Meltzer 

April  28  -  Sunday  -  4:30  pm  -  Poet  Diane  Di  Printa 

4/1 6  -  Tues  -  7:30  pm  -  "Friends  St  Students  of  Diane  Di  Prima" 
4/23  -  Tues.  -  7:30  pm  -  "David  Meltzer's  New  College  All-Stars" 
-  poetry  readings  w/open  mic  - 


2788  Diamond,  At  Chenery  -  in  Glen  Park 

1  block  from  Glen  Park  BART  &  MUNI  lines  26,  23,  52,  44  &  J-Church 

(415)586-3733 


SAN  FRANCISCO’S  SOUTHERNMOST  OUTPOST  OF 
LITERARY  &  JAZZ  CULTURE 


Susan  Greene  holds  a  photo  of  the  boarded  over'Palestinian  mural  at  21st  and  Mission.  Photo  by 
Najib  Joe  Hakim 


awareness  in  the  United  States,  and 
maybe  then  something  can  happen  over 
there.  We  want  the  Palestinians  to  know 
that  they  are  not  completely  alone  and 
isolated  from  the  world.  The  murals  are  a 
positive  form  of  communication.  The 
murals  created  a  positive  way  for  people 
to  express  themselves.” 

According  to  Greene,  the  Palestinian 
community  continues  to  cling  to  their  cul¬ 
ture  despite  fifty  years  of  Israeli  oppres¬ 
sion.  It  is  this  Palestinian  strength  that  is 
illustrated  in  the  murals.  “We  painted 
cactuses  in  the  murals  because,  during  the 
formation  of  the  state  of  Israel,  the 
Israelis,  in  the  process  of  destroying  hun¬ 
dreds  of  villages,  also  cut  down  thousands 
of  cactuses.  Now  we  see  cactuses  grow¬ 
ing  where  Palestinian  villages  once  stood. 

The  roots  were  not  destroyed.  They  are 
like  ghosts  who  have  returned.” 

Break  the  Silence  has  brought  their 
message  back  to  San  Francisco.  21st  and 
Mission  Street  is  home  to  the  Bay  Area’s 
only  Palestinian  -themed  mural,  complet¬ 
ed  in  September  1990.  The  mural  has 
been  subjected  to  dozens  of  acts  of  van¬ 
dalism  and  an  equal  number  of  restora¬ 
tions.  These  attacks  led  BTS  to  board  up 
the  mural  last  June,  with  the  hope  of 
someday  uncovering  if  Greene  is  not  sur¬ 
prised  that  the  mural  was  repeatedly 
defaced. 

The  attacks  on  the  mural  drew  almost 
no  press  coverage.  “I  think  that  illustrates 
the  way  liberal,  left-wing  people  still  have 
a  hard  time  with  this  issue.  Despite  the 
liberal  attitudes  that  exist  in  San 


Francisco,  every  form  of  racist  attitude 
[also]  exists.” 

Being  Jewish  herself,  Greene  faces 
opposition  within  her  own  community 
because  of  her  pro-Palestinian  attitude. 
“My  parents  are  leftists  who  can’t  deal 
with  this  particular  subject  very  well.  I 
grew  up  with  my  father  telling  me,  ‘You 
must  marry  a  Jew.  ’  I  believe  they  didn’t 
know  about  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Palestine.  I  honestly  think  they,  along 
with  many  Jews,  didn’t  know.  This  is 
why  it  is  important  to  start  with  personal 
stories,  and  to  look  at  the  kids  and  hear 
their  stories.” 

On  Friday,  March  15th,  the  United 
States  called  for  Israeli  withdrawal  from 
Ramallah.  Greene  is  not  convinced.  “Did 
they  really  withdraw,  though?  Tins  coun¬ 
try  likes  to  put  on  a  show,  claiming  that 
they  pulled  back.  I  read  today  that  a  9- 
year-old  was  killed  in  Ramallah.  There 
are  still  acts  of  collective  violence  going 
on  that  I’m  reading  about  today.  They 
invaded  partly  so  they  could  withdraw. 
Now  they  can  say,  ‘We  pulled  back.’ 
Brutal  violence  is  still  going  on,  violence 
paid  for  by  U.S.  taxpayers  to  the  tune  of 
$15  million  a  day.”  (Editor’s  note:  At 
press  time  the  Israelis  have  re-invaded 
Ramallah  and  other  West  Bank  cities.) 

Break  the  Silence  is  currently 
involved  in  the  Handala  Project/  Portal  to 
Palestine,  an  on-line  Palestine  education 
portal  at  www. Handala.org. 

Break  the  Silence  is  funded  in  part  by 
the  Middle  East  Children’s  Alliance. 
They  can  be  reached  at  break  the 
silence@yahoo.com 
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HOURS: 
Sun  llam-5pm 
Mon  through  Sat  10am-6pm 
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TREK 

Hugs  selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  &  Ming 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  ■■  All  Makes  and  Models 

WE  BOX  BIKES  FOR  TRAVEL 

(between  20th  and  21st  Streets) 

1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales)  550-6601  (repairs) 


Quit 

SMART' 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
19  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

285-9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 
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The  Daly 
Report 


Supervisor  Chris  Daly 


Homelessness  is  back  on  the  city’s 
political  map 


In  the  October  2001  issue  of  the  New 
Mission  News.  I  took  the  liberty  of 
using  this  column  to  discuss  home¬ 
lessness.  Six  months  ago  it  seemed  as  if  I 
was  the  only  elected  official  spending  any 
time  focusing  on  the  issue.  Stabilizing 
residential  hotels  as  housing  for  many  for¬ 
merly  homeless  people  had  long  been  a 
priority  of  mine. 

I  carried  legislation  to  make  the  com¬ 
mon-sense  “Continuum  of  Care”  plan  San 
Francisco’s  official  homeless  policy,  and  I 
called  for  a  management  audit  of  the 
City’s  homeless  service  delivery  system 
to  make  sure  that  every  dollar  we  spend 
on  homelessness  is  used  as  effectively  as 
possible.  With  a  cancelled  homeless  sum¬ 
mit  and  other  unfulfilled  campaign 
promises  setting  the  tone  for  the  Brown 
administration,  the  City’s  approach  to  the 
homeless  issues  under  the  current  Mayor 
had  been  hands-off  at  best.  But  I  arrived 
at  City  Hall  with  a  belief  that  we  could  do 
better  on  homelessness.  We  at  least  had 
to  try. 

Soon  after  that  October  column 
appeared,  homelessness  started  to  hit  the 
pages  of  the  daily  papers  as  Supervisor 
Gavin  Newsom  unveiled  his  own  set  of 
homeless  proposals.  They  couldn’t  get 
enough  of  Newsom’s  plans  to  crack  down 
on  median  strip  panhandlers,  institute  a 
homeless  tracking  system,  and  take  away 
homeless  people’s  General  Assistance. 
Earlier  this  year,  it  was  difficult  to  avoid 
the  “finally  someone  is  doing  something 
about  homelessness”  editorial  bent  of  the 
Chronicle,  Examiner,  and  KRON 
Channel  4.  The  good  news,  however,  was 
that  homelessness  was  back  in  the  news  - 
no  matter  how  bad  the  coverage. 

One  of  the  fundamental  problems 
with  Supervisor  Newsom’s  proposals, 
however,  is  that  they  were  developed 
without  the  input  of  many  critical  stake¬ 
holders  around  the  homeless  issue. 
Specifically,  homeless  people,  advocates, 
and  service  providers  were  missing  from 
the  dialogue.  Recognizing  this,  in 
January  I  called  for  a  Homeless  Summit 
to  bring  all  of  the  stakeholders  to  the  table 
to  rekindle  the  dialogue  on  homelessness. 

On  March  7th,  about  800  people 
made  it  to  the  War  Memorial  Building  for 
the  Summit.  San  Francisco’s  first  home¬ 
less  coordinator.  Bob  Prentice,  along  with 
Supervisors  Tom  Ammiano,  Tony  Hall, 
Mark  Leno,  Sophie  Maxwell,  Gavin 
Newsom,  former  Supervisor  Roberta 
Achtenberg,  Santa  Cmz  Mayor 
Christopher  Krolin,  staff  members  from 
the  offices  of  State  Senator  John  Burton 
and  Representative  Nancy  Pelosi,  as  well 
as  the  Poor  Poets  and  a  panel  of  homeless 


and  formerly  homeless  speakers  set  the 
stage  for  the  day. 

Then,  10  issue-based  workshops 
relating  to  homelessness  were  held.  The 
topics  included:  affordable  housing 
strategies;  health  care,  drag  treatment, 
and  harm  reduction;  underserved  commu¬ 
nities;  jobs,  income,  and  education;  civil 
rights  and  civic  responsibilities;  neighbor¬ 
hood  responses  to  homelessness;  state  and 
federal  strategies;  successful  homeless 
models;  and  current  legislative  initiatives 
and  the  Continuum  of  Care. 

The  Summit  turned  out  to  be  a 
healthy  beginning  to  the  dialogue  on 
homelessness.  Homeless  people,  advo¬ 
cates,  and  service  providers  sat  alongside 
neighborhood  leaders,  business  represen¬ 
tatives,  academics  and  government  offi¬ 
cials.  Although  only  a  one-day  event,  the 
Summit  left  many  of  us  feeling  that  we 
could  come  together  to  implement  work¬ 
able  and  reasonable  responses  to  alleviate 
the  problem  of  homelessness  in  San 
Francisco.  Certainly  affordable  housing 
was  a  main  focus  of  the  day.  Consensus 
was  reached  in  the  affordable  housing 
workshop  to  support  affordable  housing 
bonds  proposed  for  this  November’s  bal¬ 
lot. 

The  diversity  of  homeless  people  was 
also  explored  and  discussed  at  the 
Summit.  Families  continue  to  be  the 
fastest  growing  segment  of  the  homeless 
population,  and  more  seniors  are  also 
becoming  homeless.  This  spurred  a  pro¬ 
posal  emanating  from  seniors  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  Summit  for  the  development  of 
a  senior-specific  homeless  shelter. 

Homelessness  is  back  on  the  political 
map.  Even  Mayor  Brown  showed  up  to 
talk  about  homelessness  on  a  televised 
forum  hosted  by  KRON  on  March  27th. 
After  6  years  of  mostly  inaction,  I  was 
genuinely  glad  to  see  him  there. 

As  the  dialogue  on  homelessness 
continues,  I  will  bring  forward  concrete 
proposals  from  the  Summit.  I  will  also 
move  to  implement  recommendations 
from  the  Controller’s  management  audit 
and  continue  working  to  implement  the 
Continuum  of  Care  plan  -  including  mov¬ 
ing  forward  with  a  proposal  to  improve 
our  information  systems  to  ensure  that  we 
never  endure  another  night  in  which  peo¬ 
ple  are  turned  away  from  certain  shelter 
beds  while  other  shelter  beds  go  unused. 
And  as  long  as  people  are  homeless  in 
San  Francisco,  I  will  never  stop  talking 
about  it  and  figuring  out  how  we  can  do 
better.  Harvey  Milk  once  said,  “You  gotta 
give  ‘em  hope.”  It  is  as  true  now  as  it  was 
then. 


-  Memorial  Day  Weekend  - 

Sat  &  Sun  May  25th  &  May  26th,  2002,  10:00AM  -  6:00PM 

FSSTWAfa 

ON  HARRISON  ST.  (BETWEEN  17TH  &  21STSTS)  MUSIC  t  ENTERTAINMENT .  FOOD,  ARTS  &  CRAFTS  BOOTHS 

UT  ‘Pa&A'PS 

Sunday,  May  26,  2002,  10:00  AM 

Starts  at  Bryant  &  24th  St.,  west  to  Mission  SL,  north  to  17th  SL,  east  to  Harrison 

Grand  Parade  Seating  Available 

For  More  info  call  the  Carnaval  Hotline:  415-920-012$,  www.carnavalsf.com  . 

A  Project  of  Mission  Neighborhood  Centers.  Inc,  Funded  in  pert  by  the  San  Francisco  Foundation  S  Grants  for  the  Arts 
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Everything  home  cooked 


Breakfast, 
Lunch 
and  Dinner 


Good  Food 
for  35  years! 

Called  the 'Best  Diner 
in  the  City/' 

-  SF  Chronicle 


Ask  About 
Our  Specials 


A2575 TfUdMCTt /ft.  A 

HARRINGTONBROS: 

Furnishings 
Antiques 
Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday V  «  ] 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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CITYWIDE  &  MISSION  DISTRICT 
ELECTION  RESULTS 

THE 

MISSION 

SAN 

FRANCISCO 

TOTAL  REGISTERED  VOTERS 

29,183 

440,016 

TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST  THIS  ELECTION 

9,212 

150,248 

VOTER  TURNOUT  THIS  ELECTION 

31.57  % 

34. 15  % 

OFFICE 

CANDIDATE 

VOTES 

VOTES 

SF% 

STATE 
ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT  13 

(376  Precincts) 

Harry  Britt 

3204 

20,088 

39.11 

Steve  Phillips 

485 

6,080 

11.84 

Holli  Thier 

297 

3,076 

5.99 

Mark  Leno 

2064 

22,017 

42.87 

PUBLIC 

DEFENDER 

Jeff  Adachi 

5056 

71,489 

54.43 

Kimiko  Burton 

3173 

59,607 

45.38 

CITY  PROPOSITIONS 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

PROP  A 

Preferential  Votinq 

6073 

2550 

76,340 

61,261 

PROP  B 

Retirement  Svstem  Chanqes 

6263 

2047 

83,687 

48,356 

PROP  C 

Non-Citizens  on  Bds  &  Comms 

4625 

4052 

44,157 

94,895 

PROP  D 

Planninq  &  Appeals  Reform 

5874 

2353 

73,992 

55,485 

PROP  E 

Domestic  Partner  Chanqes 

7182 

1526 

90,43 1 

47,193 

PROP  F 

Citizen  Review  of  Bond  $  Use 

5023 

3403 

95.012 

39.929 

PROP  G 

Limitations  on  Billboards 

7315 

1387 

108,988 

28,736 

STATE  PROPOSITIONS 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

PROP  40 

Clean  Air  &  Water 

7762 

1140 

1 1 1 ,530 

31,184 

PROP  41 

Votinq  Modernization 

7066 

1682 

101.611 

37,935 

PROP  42 

Transportation  Tax  Use 

4254 

4376 

82,780 

55,390 

PROP  43 

Riqht  to  Have  Vote  Counted 

7751 

850 

1 13,862 

22,306 

PROP  44 

Chiropractor  Conduct 

7280 

1095 

116,678 

17,235 

PROP  45 

Term  Limit  Chanaes 

5315 

3219 

72.866 

63.965 

How  the  Mission  voted 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  Mission  District  continues  to  be 
the  City’s  most  progressive  voting 
block,  a  fact  that  would  have  more 
impact  if  voting  turnout  were  not  so  low. 
Of  the  26  neighborhoods  in  the 
Department  of  Election’s  breakdown  of 
last  month’s  election,  the  Mission,  with  a 
voter  turnout  of  31.57  %,  ranked  20th. 
Visitation  Valley  came  in  dead  last,  with  a 
22.5  %  turnout.  As  a  rule,  the  lower  the 
turnout  the  more  conservative  the  out¬ 
come,  but  Mission  voters  seem  to  be 
going  against  the  traditional  thinking. 

One  explanation  might  be  that  the 
battle  waged  in  the  last  few  years  over 
displacement  and  gentrification  has  gal¬ 
vanized  a  large  number  of  progressive 
voters.  If  so,  thanks  are  due  the  late  unla¬ 
mented  dot-com  industry  from  its  former 
antagonists. 

Despite  a  low  percentage  of  regis¬ 
tered  voters  actually  showing  up  to  vote, 
the  Mission’s  hefty  lefty  block  had  a  dis¬ 
proportionate  effect  on  one  key  race. 
Proposition  A,  a  proportional  voting 
scheme  that  eliminates  run-off  elections, 
was  endorsed  and  promoted  by  almost 
every  self-styled  progressive  candidate 
and  left-leaning  political  club.  Not  only 
did  it  draw  its  greatest  margin  of  victory 
from  the  Mission  (Yes  6073,  No  2550)  but 
more  people  voted  yes  on  Proposition  A 
than  in  any  other  neighborhood  in  the 
City  except  the  Upper  Market/Eureka 
Valley  area. 

These  numbers  are  especially 
impressive  when  you  consider  the  fact 
that  over  3,000  more  people  voted  in 
Upper  Market/Eureka  Valley  than  in  the 
Mission,  and  that  Proposition  A  actually 
lost  in  Upper  Market/  Eureka  Valley  (Yes 
6,407,  No  6,506). 

Proposition  C,  a  measure  to  allow 
non-citizens  to  sit  on  some  City  commis¬ 
sions,  was  roundly  defeated  in  every  San 
Francisco  neighborhood  except  the 
Mission,  where  it  won  by  a  few  hundred 
votes.  None  of  the  “progressive”  candi¬ 
dates  seeking  office  had  much  to  say 
about  C,  perhaps  fearing  a  xenophobic 


attitude  among  post-9/11  voters.  Maybe 
that  attitude  was  there,  and  maybe  it  was 
nurtured  by  the  candidates’  prominent 
silence:  at  any  rate,  the  Mission  stood 
alone  on  this  one.  We  are  an  immigrant 
community  and  proud  of  it. 

Assembly  candidate  Harry  Britt  drew 
his  biggest  vote  tally  (3,204)  and  his 
biggest  victory  margin  (1,040)  in  the 
Mission,  but  this  was  counterbalanced  by 
the  drubbing  he  took  from  overall  winner 
and  slightly  less  left-leaning  Mark  Leno 
in  Marina/Pacific  Heights  (Leno  3,221, 
Britt  1,833).  Candidates  Steve  Phillips 
and  Holly  Thier  drew  less  than  500  votes 
each  in  nearly  every  neighborhood. 

Mission  voters  threw  a  couple  of 
strong  left  hooks  in  two  contests  where 
they  were  given  the  opportunity  to  punch 
the  pathetic  but  still  dangerous  Brown- 
Burton  machine  in  the  snoot.  Proposition 
D,  which  took  away  some  of  the  mayor’s 
appointment  and  removal  powers  for  the 
Planning  Commission  and  Appeals 
Board,  passed  by  the  highest  margin  in 
the  City  (Yes  5,874  No  2,353)  and  by  the 
second-highest  number  of  yes  votes  - 
after  Upper  Market/  Eureka  Valley,  where 
the  measure  very  narrowly  passed  (Yes 
6,103,  No  5,977). 

In  his  race  for  public  defender  against 
Kim  (The  Next  Generation)  Burton,  can¬ 
didate  Jeff  Adachi  won  by  his  biggest 
margin  (1,183  votes)  in  the  Mission.  Thus 
two  more  whacks  at  Willie  (Sheriff  of 
Nothing  Now)  Brown  and  a  thumbing  of 
the  nose  at  (Prince)  John  Burton  were 
delivered  by  our  neighborhood. 

The  most  Mission  votes  for  any  City 
ballot  measure  went  to  Proposition  G, 
which  places  limitations  on  billboards. 
This  is  to  be  expected  in  a  neighborhood 
where  billboard  companies  have  conduct¬ 
ed  a  shameless  campaign  promoting  ciga¬ 
rettes  and  tobacco  to  minors-  a  kick  in  the 
butt  to  Joe  Camel  and  his  ilk. 

Politicians  who  wish  to  run  for  city¬ 
wide  offices  as  progressives  should  take 
note  of  the  above  results,  which  show  the 
Mission  District  to  be  a  must-win  area, 
and  adjust  their  campaigns  accordingly. 
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Healthy  Kids  is  a  new  Low-Cost 
Health  Care  Coverage  Plan  for  Children 


Full  medical,  dental,  and  vision  health  care 
for  $4  per  month,  per  child 


•  Including  children  of  working  parents 
•  Regardless  of  immigration  status 

Signing  up  is  easy!  Our  friendly  Application  Assistors  are  available  to 
help  guide  you  through  the  enrollment  process,  and  find  a  doctor  in 
your  neighborhood  who  speaks  your  language. 


Call  415-777-9992 
for  more  information 


Every  kid  deserves  to  be  a  healthy  kid. 


Healthy  Kids  is  provided  by  San  Francisco  Health  Plan 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


HEALTH  PLAN 

Her  &  for  y oh/ 


10  APRIL  2002 
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Would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 


Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 


Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years. 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 

California-grown  poultry.  jAiccir  +fi 

2590  Mission  street 
San  Francisco  (415)  282-3331 
Inside  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall  FISH  &  POULTRY 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7  p.m. 
Botanas 
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COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


CD  Playe^ 

16 th  &  C/a ff  St. 


*^per»  7  Days  10  a.m.-2  a. 


2793 1891  St. '"7415-431-0255 


VALENCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 

“SF’s  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym " 


KIRUs 


Refrigeration 


Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 


WE’LL 
** 


Washers  & 


Dryers 


z50  &  upi^. 


ANY  PRICE! 


•First  time 
locol  residents 
only 

Offer  expires  5/01/02 


333  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  I4TH  stj 

626-8360  OR  WWW.VAIBIQASTREET)W)$aE.<OM 


Singing  the  progressive  blues 


A  huge,  white,  billowy  cloud  is 
looming  over  the  City  -  the  polit¬ 
ically  seductive  illusion  that  unity 
has  been  foiged,  maturing  into  a  praxis  of 
progressive,  diverse  forces  coming 
together  to  cross  boundaries  —  gripping, 
like  five  fingers  on  a  fist  —  to  build  a 
coalition  of  powerless  people  in  San 
Francisco  in  order  to  seize  electoral 
power.  If  you  read  the  e  Bay  Guardian , 
run  the  Democratic  political  club  circuit, 
or  follow  the  bouncing  balls  in  City  Hall, 
you’d  think  that  “the progressives”  on  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  break  out  in  collec¬ 
tive  chorus,  singing  praises  to  a  genuinely 
solidified  movement. 

Meanwhile,  back  on  the  block, 
whether  at  3rd  and  Palou  in  Hunter’s 
Point,  16th  and  Mission  in  the  North 
Mission,  or  6th  and  Howard  in  the  South 
of  Market  —  or  even  in  the  dank  corridors 
of  the  Ping  Yuen  housing  projects  in 
Chinatown  -  there  ain’t  no  progressive 
praises  being  played  out. 

Rather,  the  ‘grass  roots’  are  angry, 
languishing  and  almost  defeated,  too  busy 
hollering  inner-city  blues,  standing  for 
day  work,  check  cashing  currency  —  the 
voices  of  the  excluded  remain  unheard 
and  seldom,  if  ever,  become  the  principal 
“shot  callers”  or  primary  political  actors 
in  the  high  drama  of  the  City’s  progres¬ 
sive  movement.  Finally,  if  you  add 
Greens  to  the  salad  mix,  you’ll  find  very 
little  color  in  the  political  diet.  The  urban 
beat  goes  oa 

Sure,  one  could  prophetically  project 
(and  truly,  to  an  arguable  degree)  that 
enormous  potentiJ  exists  for  building 
progressive  leadership  and  city-wide 

coalitions  of  communities  of  color,  immi¬ 
grants,  seniors,  tenants,  liberals  and  pro¬ 
gressive  whites,  queers  and  working  and 
middle  class  people  in  San  Francisco  - 
but,  the  urban  portrait  comes  up  short, 
undeveloped  and  underexposed,  time 
after  time.  Why? 

It  is  never  an  easy  matter  to  unravel 
an  illusion,  or  to  take  the  heat  for  doing 
so.  But  why  not,  we’ve  got  nothing  to 
lose,  and  only  political  clarity  to  gain 
Certainly  there  have  been  significant  vic¬ 
tories,  like  the  2000  election  of  progres¬ 
sive  supervisors  Daly  and  Gonzalez  — 
and  the  March,  2002  passage  of 
Propositions  A  and  D  —  but  the  true  test 
of  any  progressive  movement  is  whether 


S  Voodoo 

lsOONGe  ;. 

THE  PLACE  TO 
60  ANY  NIGHT 
OF  THE  WEEK 
FOR  GREAT 
LIVE  MUSIC 

For  a  complete  schedule  go  to: 

www.voodoolounge-sf.com 

2937  Mission  Street 

(Between  25^  and  26(h) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

415,285.3369 
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the  harsh  economic  realities  of  poor  and 
working  people,  immigrants  and  people 
of  color  have  been  transformed  from 
enclaves  of  economic  inequality  into 
communities  of  empowerment. 

If  we  can  turn  around  the  painful 
problems  of  these  crucial  social  segments 
by  declaring  a  new  war  on  poverty,  dis¬ 
mantling  institutionalized  racism,  ending 
police  and  INS  brutality,  creating  higher- 
than-  living-wage  jobs,  providing  univer¬ 
sal  healthcare,  and  building  affordable 
housing,  we  can  put  in  motion  a  real, 
City-wide  progressive  movement  that 
reaches  beyond  the  usual  tactical  alliances 
at  election  time. 

How  can  we  put  progressive  politics 
into  practice  in  21st  century  multiracial 
San  Francisco?  First,  a  serious  intereth¬ 
nic  dialogue  must  take  place  between 
communities  of  color,  namely  Asian 
American/Pacific  Islanders, 

Chicanos/Latinos  and  African  Americans, 
a  dialogue  that  leads  to  crafting  an  anti¬ 
racist,  feminist,  non-hierarchical,  non¬ 
heterosexist  and  progressive  vision  of 
multiethnic  unity,  with  a  clear  position  on 
questions  of  race,  class,  power,  gender, 
sexual  orientation  and  immigrant  status. 

Second,  progressive  politics  should 
mean  a  profound  commitment  to  support¬ 
ing  the  leadership  of  progressive  women, 
primarily  women  of  color,  at  the  deepest 
levels  of  political  leadership  from  the 
streets  and  neighborhoods  to  City  Hall. 

Third,  living  in  one  of  the  most 
expensive  urban  housing  markets  in  the 
country,  with  one  of  the  highest  dispari¬ 
ties  of  income  and  racial  inequality  in 
America,  progressive  politics  must  mean 
anti-corporate,  anti-globalization  policies 
and  practices  and  in  order  to  truly  build  a 
progressive  movement,  progressives  must 
pass  a  People’s  Budget. 

Finally,  in  a  City  peopled  by  thou¬ 
sands  of  immigrants,  progressives  must 
forward  pro-immigrant  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  initiatives,  and  launch  multilingual 
organizing  campaigns  at  worksites, 
churches  and  neighborhood  centers  in 
order  to  solidify  and  establish  continuous 
political  relationships  with  working  and 
middle  class  Asian,  Pacific  Islander  and 
Latino  communities. 

In  the  recent  defeat  in  March  of 
Proposition  C  (a  pro-immigrant  referen¬ 
dum  that  would  have  allowed  non-citi¬ 
zens  to  serve  on  City  commissions),  and 
similarly  in  the  loss  of  MUD  in 
November,  2001,  white  progressives 
failed  to  strike  a  coalitional  consciousness 
or  share  valuable  electoral  resources 
(bcim'  often  incapable  of  reaching  out 
beyond  themselves)  -  in  the  struggle  to 
forge  winning  electoral  alliances  with 
minority  activists  in  communities  of 
color. 

The  Mission  District  passed 
Proposition  C  by  a  mere  574  votes,  while 
in  other  progressive  districts  the  initiative 
went  down  to  a  deafening  defeat.  Only 
when  progressives  begin  a  painful  reap¬ 
praisal  of  what  works  politically  and  what 
doesn’t  will  San  Francisco  become  a  pro¬ 
gressive  left  coast  City. 
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Beyond  Rage  Against  the  Machine 


The  "machine"  ain't  what  it  used  to 
be.  The  message  of  the  March 
elections  is  that  raging  against  "the 
machine"  is  as  surefire  an  electoral  strate¬ 
gy  as  "waving  the  bloody  shirt"  was  for 
Northern  Republicans  following  the  Civil 
War. 

Jeff  Adachi  and  Mark  Leno  both 
overcame  their  prior  machine  connections 
to  successfully  rally  anti-machine  senti¬ 
ment.  Adachi  liad  done  a  television  com¬ 
mercial  for  Willie  Brown's  1999  re-elec¬ 
tion  drive,  and  told  the  San  Francisco 
Tenants’  Union  that  he  was  then  unaware 
of  any  political  "machine"  in  San 
Francisco.  (Adachi  had  apparendy  never 
read  a  Bay  Guardian.) 

But  a  good  trial  lawyer  knows  how  to 
shift  arguments  to  fit  the  evidence,  and 
Adachi  did  not  break  stride  in  attacking 
the  "Brown-Burton"  machine.  He 
stamped  "appointed  by  the  mayor"  on 
Kim  Burton's  campaign  signs  and  focused 
on  mayoral  patronage  rather  than  on  the 
incumbent’s  performance  as  public 
defender.  Adachi  united  anti-Burton  con¬ 
servatives  with  anti-Brown  progressives 
to  win  a  sweeping  victoiy. 

Made  Leno's  anti-machine  strategy 
was  even  more  sophisticated.  Like 
Kimiko  Burton,  Leno  originally  took 
office  as  a  mayoral  appointee,  but  he  sub- 
sequendy  broke  with  the  mayor  on  devel¬ 
opment  issues  and  won  election  on  his 
own  in  November  2000. 

Leno's  Assembly  campaign  tout¬ 
ed  his  independence  from  the  mayor  and 
"the  macliine"  even  while  he  received 
funding  and  campaign  management  from 
allies  of  the  Committee  on  Jobs.  He 
blurred  his  ideological  differences  with 
Harry  Brin  to  make  the  race  a  test  of  char¬ 
acter  (focusing  on  Britt's  missed  votes,  his 
temperament,  and  his  long  separation 
from  city  politics). 

Leno  trumpeted  his  unpopularity 
with  the  mayor,  whde  subtiy  portraying 
Britt  as  the  pawn  of  an  Ammiano 
machine.  With  many  voters  unaware  of 
Britt's  decade  of  courageous  and  political¬ 
ly  risky  battles  for  tenants  and  the  under¬ 
represented,  Leno's  claim  of  greater  inde¬ 
pendence  from  political  power  brokers  hit 
home. 

Some  may  attribute  Leno's  victory  to 
more  "moderate"  stands,  but  this  message 
was  not  the  theme  of  his  campaign  signs 
or  mattings.  Leno's  calm  and  pleasant 
demeanor  has  led  many  to  underestimate 
his  political  savvy,  a  trait  that  will  serve 
his  district  well  when  he  deals  with  other 
politicians  in  Sacramento. 

Voter  displeasure  with  the  mayor  was 
also  seen  in  the  easy  victory  for 
Proposition  D,  which  gives  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  both  appointments  and  veto 
power  over  mayoral  appointments  to  the 
Board  of  Appeals  and  Planning 
Commission.  Proposition  D  won  58-41 
with  barely  a  fight  from  tire  opposition. 
Downtown  interests  decided  not  to  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  measure,  leaving  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  Small  Property  Owners 
Association.  Having  a  landlord  group 
defend  two  bodies  accused  of  pro-real 
estate  bias  was  a  losing  strategy. 

With  mayoral  power  limited  by  an 
angry  electorate  and  a  veto-proof  Board 
majority,  San  Francisco  should  be  on  the 
cusp  of  a  new  era  of  progressive  reform. 

Is  the  Board  committed  to  implementing  a 
program  that  goes  beyond  election-year 
attacks  on  machine  politics  and  Willie 
Brown?  The  evidence  so  far  looks  good, 
but  the  jury  is  still  out  Upcoming  battles 
over  the  city  budget,  the  Redevelopment 
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Agency,  and  city  housing  and  land-use 
policies  will  reveal  just  how  much  the 
Board's  values  differ  from  the  mayor's. 

The  Budget 

Last  year  our  reform  Board  was  content 
to  operate  around  the  edges  of  the  mayor's 
budget  while  funding  new  programs 
through  the  City's  ample  budget  surplus. 
We  don't  have  a  surplus  this  year.  In  fact 
the  City  is  projected  to  have  a  revenue 
shortfall  of  anywhere  from  $  160-S80  mil¬ 
lion.  This  means  that  the  Board  will 
either  follow  the  neo-liberal  strategy  of 
cutting  human  services  to  meet  reduced 
revenues  or  will  take  the  progressive  but 
more  politically  risky  step  of  raising  the 
funds  necessary  to  maintain  and  expand 
key  programs. 

Supervisor  Chris  Daly  addressed  this 
critical  choice  when  he  stated  at  the 
March  7  Homeless  Summit  that  City  offi¬ 
cials  need  to  bolster  funding  to  reduce 
homelessness.  Boosting  homeless  spend¬ 
ing  will  send  a  message  that  the  Supes  are 
responding  to  public  concern,  while 
accepting  the  status  quo  and  not  repriori¬ 
tizing  funds  will  undermine  the  Board's 
credibility  on  the  issue. 

During  last  year's  debate  on  the  busi¬ 
ness  tax  settlement,  the  Board  angrily 
vowed  to  get  back  the  lost  funds  through 
new  legislation.  It  now  must  make  good 
on  this  commitment.  The  Board  must 
also  explore  revenue-raising  proposals 
offered  by  the  People's  Budget 
Collaborative,  Coleman  Advocates  for 
Youth,  and  other  budget-mo  m  to  ring 
groups. 

The  Redevelopment  Agency 

If  you  think  the  Mission  District  is  not 
affected  by  the  Redevelopment  Agency, 
keep  reading.  Controversy  over  the 
Agency's  rejection  of  TODCO,  a  non¬ 
profit  organization,  as  the  developer  of 
Sixth  Street's  Plaza  Hotel  has  led  to  legis¬ 
lation  proposing  that  the  Board  govern  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  in  coordination 
with  a  new  eleven-member  commission. 
But  deeper  questions  regarding  the 
Agency's  future  role  must  be  addressed. 

The  purpose  of  Redevelopment 
Agencies  is  to  increase  property  values  in 
targeted  communities.  This  increased 
property-tax  revenue  does  not  go  to  a 
city's  general  fund,  but  is  typically 
returned  to  Project  Areas  whence  the 
money,  known  as  the  "tax  increment," 
was  generated.  Redevelopment  areas  thus 
reduce  City  funds  available  for  programs 
and  services  in  the  Mission  District, 
which  is  not  a  Project  Area.  While  the 
Agency  does  spend  housing  funds  city¬ 
wide,  the  Mission  would  be  eligible  for 
far  more  City  funds  if  tens  of  millions  in 
increased  property-tax  revenue  were  not 
diverted  to  Redevelopment  areas. 

The  Redevelopment  Agency's  prob¬ 
lems  are  inherent  in  the  beast  and  are  not 
the  product  of  a  particular  mayor  or  com¬ 
mission.  The  current  controversy  over  the 
Agency's  power  creates  a  new  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  public  debate  over  the  Agency's 
role,  particularly  its  proposed  expansion 
to  Mid-Market. 

Such  expansion  to  an  allegedly 


"blighted"  area  (where  vacant  buildings 
nevertlieless  sell  for  millions  of  dollars) 
will  severely  cut  future  City  funds  for  the 
Mission  District  and  for  homeless,  health, 
senior,  and  all  other  services  which  are 
not  eligible  for  Agency  funding.  The 
Board  should  address  this  larger  issue  and 
not  simply  reform  the  Agency's  decision¬ 
making  authority. 


Housing  and  land  use 

Finally,  rising  anti-Mayoral  sentiment 
was  driven  by  the  City's  housing  and 
land-use  policies.  Since  January  2001  the 
Supervisors  have  barred  new  live-work 
projects,  passed  restrictions  on  TICs, 
enacted  strong  interim  zoning  controls  for 
the  Northeast  Mission,  and  enacted  an 
inclusionary  housing  measure  that  will 
create  an  estimated  50  affordable  units 
each  year.  These  measures  have  reduced 
the  evictions  of  long-term  tenants  and 
slightly  increased  in  the  City's  affordable 
housing  supply. 

The  Board  still  must'  figure  out  how 
to  get  thousands  -  not  hundreds  -  of  new 
units  built.  Supervisor  Peskin  recently 
introduced  a  measure  facilitating  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  new  and  legal  in-law  apartments. 
Supervisor  Daly  has  legislation  that 
allows  approved  live-work  projects  to 
convert  to  more  affordable  apartments 
and  also  includes  a  15%  affordable 
requirement. 

Supervisor  Ammiano  has  called  for 
the  leasing  of  1,000  low-cost  hotel  rooms 
for  homeless  persons,  and  Supervisor 
McGoldrick  wants  to  increase  housing 
density  on  transit  corridors.  Supervisor 
Gonzales  has  pushed  to  prevent  housing 
loss  through  unit  mergers,  and  Supervisor 
Sandoval  is  aggressively  seeking  afford¬ 
able  housing  development  in  his  under¬ 
served  district. 


Nearly  all  the  Supervisors  have 
signed  off  on  a  November  2002  afford¬ 
able  housing  bond.  All  of  this  is  good, 
but  either  more  money  must  be  spent  on 
creating  affordable  housing  or  incentives 
must  be  developed  so  that  private  devel¬ 
opment  -  with  its  inclusionary  units  - 
sharply  increases.  The  Board  must  take 
action  now,  before  land  prices  rise  again 
and  a  new  wave  of  speculative  evictions 
begins. 

The  next  few  months  will  either  cre¬ 
ate  rising  hopes  or  dashed  dreams  for 
those  who  care  about  San  Francisco's 
future. 


Exclusively  Full-Figured 
Women’s  Apparel 


SiM  ffJUSLiCa'j  i&MiSJt 


with  an  Amazing  Selection 
and  Personal  Service 
Open  Wednesday- Sunday  from  1pm 

UANSEiUKB  CUttVES 

3266  21st  Street  San  Francisco 

415-648-3903  dcurves@hotmail.com 


MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 
LOR  LATINO  ARTS 

2868  Mission  Street  -  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415.821.1155  -  MissionCulturalCenter.ors 


iGallego! 

Slide  Show,  Talk  and  Music 

Friday,  April  5.  8-9: 30pm. 

Donation:  $2:00.  Theatre 

From  Mexico  to  Argentina,  how  many 
funny  stories  are  there  about  gallegos?  Did 
you  know  Garcia  Marquez's  grand  mother 
was  gallega.  Join  us  for  an  evening  of  American  Culture  in  Galicia 
and  the  Galician  legacy  in  America.  Galician  guest  speakers  Luis 
Ponce  and  Maria  Murradas  with  the  collaboration  of  Victor  Toro 
(MGCLA),  will  explain  to  the  audience  what  came  out  of  the 
mixing  of  the  two  worlds  in  art,  mestizaje  and  culture. 


La  Colorina 

Warning:  This  Play  not 
suitable  for  minors! 

Only  2  performances. 

Saturday,  13  th  8:00pm,- 
Sunday,  1  4th  3:00  pm. 

"La  Colorina"  is  a  theater  play  in  Spanish 
about  social  prejudice  against  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  La  Colorina  will  make  you  laugh, 
cry  and  enjoy,  but  above  all  will  make  you 
think  about  this  topic. 

Admission:  $5.00. 


April  Exhibit 


A  Dialogue  on  Paper 

An  Exhibition  of  Prints  and  Posters 

April  12-May  16.  Opening  Reception:  Friday,  April  12.  7:00-9:00  pm 

An  exhibition  of  posters  and  prints.  Representing  Groups  from  San  Francisco  Graphic  Arts 
Workshop,  Chicano/Latino,  Native  American  and  African  American  including  all  local  bay 
area  groups  and  special  guests  from  Puerto  Rico.  This  exhibition  is  a  collaboration  between 
organizations  that  house  artists  MCCLA  works  with. 


Cine  Club  &  Debate 

Jueves,  1  8  de  Abril.  Admision:  $3:00 

SHORT  Film:  About  Flowers,  Runners  and  Kisses"  This  short  story  is  about  romance  and  the  misfortune  of  chain 
reaction.  Director  Torres  will  attend  the  screening! 

Cabeza  de  Vaca 

1990.  Mexico.  Director:  Nicolas  Echeverria. 

Matinee  Session:  10:00  am.  Evening  Session:  7:00  pm. 

This  Mexican-made  film,  set  in  Florida  during  the  Spanish  conquest,  looks  at  the  gradual 
transformation  of  one  conquistador  after  he's  captured  by  Indian  tribes  and  is  introduced 
to  the  practicing  of  the  native  american  medicine. 

Guest  Speaker:  Dr.  Carlos  Cordova 

Dr.  Cordova  is  a  professor  of  La  Raza  Studies  at  the  San  Francisco  State 
University.  Mr.  Cordova  will  lecture  on  the  role  Shamans  play  in  the  amen- 
can  indigenous  cultures  and  the  power  of  their  healing  through  the  use  of 
plants,  magic  and  ritual. 
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New  Mission  News 


Demonstrators  whooped  it  up  in  front  of  Taco  bell 


No  quieren  Taco 
Bell 

On  March  8  the  Immokalee 
Farmworkers’  Coalition,  a  group 
of  tomato  pickers  from  Florida 
and  their  supporters,  held  a  boisterous 
rally  with  about  150  people  in  front  of  the 
16th  and  Mission  Taco  Bell.  The  demon¬ 
stration  was  part  of  a  15-city  Taco  Bell 
Truth  Tour  intended  to  raise  awareness  of 
sweatshop-in  the-fields  conditions  and  to 
convince  Taco  Bell,  a  major  purchaser  of 
their  tomatoes,  to  pay  a  higher  price. 

Florida  tomato  pickers  earn  well 
below  minimum  wage,  about  $7500  a 
year,  and  their  picking  piece  rate  has 
remained  almost  unchanged  for  over  20 
years.  Taco  Bell,  along  with  Pizza  Hut 
and  KFC,  is  part  of  Tricon  Global 
Restaurants,  the  world  largest  restaurant 
system  with  30,000  restaurants  and 
worldwide  sales  of  $22  billion  in  1999. 


The  Coalition  wants  Taco  Bell  to  raise  the 
price  it  pays  for  tomatoes  by  1  cent  per 
pound.  This  slight  increase,  if  passed  on 
to  workers,  would  give  them  the  boost  in 
wages  they  have  been  trying  to  get  from 
growers  for  five  years. 

The  Coalition  has  carried  on  a  year¬ 
long  boycott  of  Taco  Bell,  which  has 
gained  widespread  support  among  Taco 
Bell’s  target  market  of  18  to  24  year-olds. 
After  Trillium  Asset  Management,  a 
socially  responsible  $600  million  a  year 
investment  firm,  also  put  pressure  on 
Tricon,  the  corporation  agreed  to  draw  up 
a  code  of  conduct  for  its  suppliers  that 
includes  such  requirements  as  paying 
workers  a  living  wage.  After  months  of 
ignoring  the  Coalition,  Taco  Bell  execu¬ 
tives  agreed  to  meet  with  the  workers  on 
March  11. 

For  more  information  on  the  Taco 
Bell  boycott,  contact  Jessica  Marquez  of 
Bay  Area  Immokalee  Workers  Support  at 
621-8100. 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @  21s* 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 
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Wise  Fool  Puppets 


PuppetLove!  Cabaret  (Saturday,  April  27 
at  8  pm). 


PuppetLove 


It  seems  like  every  puppeteer  and  pup¬ 
pet  on  the  West  Coast  will  be  per¬ 
forming  in  an  exhibition,  a  video,  or  a 
workshop  at  the  5th  Annual  PuppetLove 
Festival  of  Radical  Puppetry  to  be  held 
at  Cellspace  from  April  25-28. 
Performances  ($10-15)  run  tire  full  gamut 
of  hand  jivery  and  include  black  light  the¬ 
ater,  humanettes,  shadow  puppetry,  junk 
puppets  and  marionettes.  There  are  five 
thematic  shows,  each  featuring  the  best 
puppet  theaters  from  the  Bay  Area  and 
beyond:  Puppets,  Politics  and  Bugs 
(Thursday,  April  25  at  8  pm);  Puppets  & 
Music,  Music  &  Puppets  (Friday,  April  26 
at  8  pm);  Rude,  Lewd  &  Crude  -  Adults 
only  XXX  (Friday,  April  26,  11  pm); 
Radical  Puppetry  for  Kids  of  all  ages 
(Saturday,  April  27  at  noon);  and 


Seven  workshops  ($15-50)  will  be 
held  on  Friday,  April  26  and  Saturday, 
April  27,  covering  such  topics  as  stilt 
walking,  puppet  making  and  toy  theater 
(intensive).  On  Saturday,  April  27,  from 
10  am  to  1:30  pm,  there  will  be  a  special 
puppet-making  workshop  for  kids.  Also,  a 
discounted  admission  is  offered  for  the 
noontime  performance. 

The  Festival  concludes  on  Sunday, 
April  28,  with  Community  Night  ($3-10). 
The  evening  begins  with  a  vegetarian 
meal  at  5:30  pm,  followed  by  a  “partici¬ 
patory  puppet  slam”  at  7  and  puppet 
movies  at  9. 

All  events  are  at  Cellspace,  2050 
Bryant  Street  For  more  information,  call 
905-5958  or  go  to  www. 
Zeitgeist  net/wfca/PL2002.htm 


A  good  tax 

Although  the  idea  of  voluntarily 
overpaying  taxes  might  seem  just 
a  little  bit  crazy  to  some  readers, 
San  Franciscans  have  done  exactly  that  to 
the  tune  of  $100,000  last  year  to  benefit 
non-profit  arts  organizations.  The 
Voluntary  Arts  Contribution  Fund  allows 
property  owners  to  donate  $5  or  more  by 
using  the  coupon  in  their  Homeowners’ 
Tax  Bill  in  April  and  December.  One  hun¬ 
dred  percent  of  funds  donated  go  to  arts 
and  cultural  groups. 

You  might  expect  that  a  program  like 
this  would  find  most  of  its  donors  in  high- 
income  enclaves  like  the  Marina  and 
Pacific  Heights,  but  an  analysis  of  last 
year’s  contributors  showed  the  second- 
highest  number  coming  from  our  own 
94110  zip  code.  (Those  annoying  over¬ 
achievers  in  94114  Noe/Castro  were 
first) 

You  might  also  think  that,  like  much 
of  our  tax  money,  not  a  lot  of  such  well- 
intended  dollars  wind  up  back  in  the 
‘hood.  Wrong  again!  VACF  funds  have 


been  used  for  new  lighting  and  a  collapsi¬ 
ble  stage  at  the  ODC  Theater  on  17th 
Street  to  fix  a  copier  and  upgrade  a  com¬ 
puter  and  phone  system  at  Theater 
Rhinoceros  on  16th  Street,  for  a  wheel¬ 
chair  lift  at  Brava  on  24th  Street  and  to 
repair  a  piano  at  the  Community  Music 
Center  on  Capp  Street.  That’s  a  pretty 
good  return. 

These  aren’t  huge  grants,  but  the  32 
arts  groups  that  received  them  last  year 
used  them  for  essential  minor  repairs  and 
improvements  that  wouldn’t  have  been 
covered  by  their  existing  budgets.  These 
funds  are  appropriately  referred  to  as  ’’lit¬ 
tle  grants  that  make  a  big  difference.” 

Renters  and  businesses  can  also  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  VACF.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  554-6710  or  go  to  http://sfgf- 
ta.org/grants_html/volun.html. 


TNAI  jfa  TMUNAH 

Looking  for  a  synagogue  as  special  as  you  are? 

We  are  Congregation  B’nai  Emunah,  an  egalitarian  shul,  affiliated  with  tire  United 
Synagogue  of  Conservative  Judaism,  located  in  the  City’s  Sunset  district.  We’re  warm, 
welcoming,  lively  and  diverse.  And  we’d  love  to  meet  you!  Please  join  us  for  a  special 
community  potluck,  the  last  Friday  of  every  month.  Shabbat  services  6:30  p.m. 
Vegetarian  potluck  7:30  p.m. 

Please  call  our  office  at  415-664-7373  for  more  information. 

Congregation  B’nai  Emunah — the  Synagogue  by  the  sea  3595  Taraval  St.  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 16  (take  “L”  streetcar  or  Muni’s  #18  bus) 
_ www.bnaiemunahsf.  org 


artist-  composer  Pamela  Z,  movement 
artist  Leigh  Evans  and  vocalist  Julie 
Queen.  St.  Kevin’s  Church,  704  Cortland, 
7  pm,  $8.  mothmuse  @aol.com 


Kids’  crafts  -  Sophie’s  Crafts  is  a  cre¬ 
ative  monthly  activity  session  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Bernal  Branch  Library,  500 
Cortland,  4  pm,  free. 


People's  Dirt:  A  Housecleaners  Curious 
Adventures.  John  Sims  Center  For  The 
Arts,  1519  Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $5-10. 
554-0402. 


New  Mission  News 


APRIL  2002  13 


>  mw 

Don’t  call  it  la  migra  -  As  part  of  ODC 
Theater’s  new  works  series,  four  choreog¬ 
raphers  premier  new  works  billed  collec¬ 
tively  as  Migrations:  Rock,  Paper,  Song. 
ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  8  pm, 
$10-12.  863-9834. 

Apocalypse  Manana  -  Billed  as  an  ethno- 
techno  living  museum  of  international 
fetishes  and  super-locote  costume  ball, 
this  CD  release  and  10th  anniversary 
party  for  the  legendary  multidisciplinary 
arts  organization  La  Pocha  Nostra  fea¬ 
tures  performances  by  Guillermo  Gomez 
Pefia,  Juan  Ybarra  (Mexico  City), 
Michelle  Ceballos  (Bogota)  and  host  of 
others.  You  are  invited  to  attend  dressed 
as  your  favorite  ethnic  profile. 
Balazo/Mission  Badlands  Gallery,  2811 
Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $10  with  costume, 
$15  w/o,  naked  mariachis  free.  www.  • 
pochanostra.com 
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La  migra  -  see  4/5 

Apocalypse  Manana  -  see  4/5 

Oral  retort  -  San  Francisco’s  “slam- 
mingest  queer  spoken  word  event”  bites 
off  as  much  as  it  can  chew  but  probably 
more  than  you  can  with  San  Francisco  in 
Exile:  Mouth:  the  teeth,  the  lips,  the  tip 
of  the  tongue.  John  Sims  Center  for  the 
Arts,  1519  Mission,  8  . pm,  $5-10.  554- 
0402. 

Panel  discussions  are  from  Uranus, 
lectures  are  from  the  asteroid  belt,  but 
this  might  be  fun  anyway  -  Retro  Now, 
a  panel  discussion  by  filmmakers,  musi¬ 
cians  and  writers  about  the  intersection  of 
science  fiction,  art  and  music  is  followed 
by  a  possibly  oxymoronic  performance- 
lecture-party  with  a  musicologist,  a  dance 
hall  historian  and  a  couple  of  dj  s.  New 
Langton  Arts,  1246  Folsom  Street,  6  pm, 
$10.  626-5416. 

The  dot  rot  -  A  screening  of  BOOM!  a 
documentary  on  the  dot-com  invasion  of 
the  Mission.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  7  pm.  626-2787. 

7  WNOAY 

Left  coast  laureate  et  al. 
Unreconstructed  rabble-rouser  and  poet 
Jack  Hirschman  reads  his  stuff  along  with 
Louise  Naylor  and  Carol  Tarlen;  Jazz  jam 
session  follows.  Bird  and  Beckett  Books 
and  Records,  2788  Diamond,  4:30  pm, 
free.  586-3733. 

School  of  cool  -  Jorge  Argueta,  Francisco 
X.  Alarcon  and  a  host  of  other  poets  read 
their  best  stuff  in  this  benefit  event  to 
rebuild  a  school  in  Las  Colinas,  El 
Salvador  destroyed  in  last  year’s  earth¬ 
quake.  Dylan’s  Pub,  2301  Folsom,  4-8 
pm,  $5-20.  550-1839  or  www.  dhaia- 
tribe.org 

Slick  chicks  -  Classically  trained  voices, 
electronic  loops  and  new  music  composi¬ 
tion  are  the  hallmarks  of  Qube  Chix: 


« 

Reggae  Zero  hour  -  Jamaican 
singer/songwriter  Earl  Zero  celebrates  the 
release  of  “Roots  and  Romance,”  his  first 
full-length  collection  of  all  new  material 
since  1979.  Plus  Dj  Sep.  Elbo  Room,  647 
Valencia,  9  pm,  $7,  21+.  552-7788. 

8  MOHD/W 

It’s  the  stupid  economy  -  Author/acade¬ 
mic  Doug  Dowd  dishes  out  another  heap¬ 
ing  helpin’  of  his  economics  class  that 
meets  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month 
from  now  until  September  9th.  No  grades 
or  tests,  but  be  on  time,  do  the  readings 
and  don’t  pass  notes.  Modem  Times 
Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  282- 
9246. 

9  wm 

Water  you  doing  tonight?  -  The  City’s 
water  and  sewage  systems  are  in  need  of 
a  massive  overhaul  and  the  SWF  Public 
Utilities  Commission,  in  a  series  of  com¬ 
munity  meetings,  is  seeking  public  input 
on  the  looming  crisis  and  the 
Commission’s  capital  ^improvement  plan 
Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street,  6-8 
pm,  free.  554-3155. 

Say  what?  -  Djs,  dancers,  actors,  writers 
and  musicians  interact  with  the  audience 
to  kick  around  some  of  life’s  basic  ques¬ 
tions  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each 
month.  Tonight’s  big  queiy  is  “What  if?” 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia,  8 
pm,  give  what  you’ve  got.  626-2787. 
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Eco-eggheads  -  Prophets  And  Loss,  a 
documentary  film  featuring  Interviews 
with  deep  thinkers  such  as  Carl  Sagan  and 
Paul  Ehrlich  on  tilings  environmental. 
New  College,  766  Valencia,  8  pm,  $3-5. 
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Give  it  a  rest  -  This  is  a  rejuvenation 
workshop  for  people  who  work  with  chil¬ 
dren  and  families.  It  includes  massage, 
self-  relaxation  instruction  and  aromather¬ 
apy,  plus  refreshments  and  door  prizes. 
The  Children’s  Council  of  San  Francisco, 
445  Church  Street,  7  pm,  free. 
Reservations  required.  273-7250. 

Whose  line  is  it  anyway?  -  BART  is  con¬ 
cluding  a  feasibility  study  on  putting  a 
new  station  at  30th  and  Mission.  Results 
of  the  study  and  two  previous  community 
meetings  on  this  topic  will  be  presented  at 
the  Bernal  Heights  Community  Center, 
515  Cortland,  at  6:30  pm. 

Verse  flick  -  Poet  and  critic  Tan  Lin 
screens  his  feature-length  poetry  movie, 
Disco  M  Figure.  New  Langton  Arts,  1246 
Folsom,  8  pm,  $6.  626-5416. 

On  a  Mission  -  Author  Nona  Caspers 
{The  Blessed)  reads  from  her  new  book. 
The  Dailyness  Project,  a  fictionalized  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  time  she  spent  in  the  Mission 
District,  and  Louise  Rafkin  reads  from  her 
autobiographical  new  work,  Other 


Mixtec  metaphors  -  Internationally 
acclaimed  singer  Lila  Downs’  songs  of 
social  and  political  relevance  address 
issues  such  as  maquiladora  workers, 
racism  and  immigration.  Performed  in 
English,  Spanish  and  several  indigenous 
languages.  Brava  Theater  Center,  2789 
24th  Street,  8  pm,  $24.  647-2822. 
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Dueling  receptions  -  Opening  events  for 
the  mucho  multicultural  A  Dialogue  with 
Paper:  A  Exhibition  of  Posters  and  Prints 
and  a  one-man  show  by  printmaker  and 
Mission  Grafica  director  Juan  R.  Fuentes. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission 
Street,  7  pm,  $3.  Both  shows  run  through 
May  16.  821-1155. 

Ray’s  day  -  Exhibition  of  the  woik  of 
master  muralist  Ray  Parian  and  silent 
auction  of  his  work  and  the  work  of  vari¬ 
ous  other  artists.  Live  music  by  Mason 
Hamblin,  and  DJs  Randy  and  Rotu. 
Balazo/Mission  Badlands  Gallery,  2811 
Mission  Street,  8-midnight,  $3-5.  920- 
0896. 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy: 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos 

•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  Seafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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Southern  (Cal.)  discomfort  -  The 

Hollywood  Sunset  Free  Clinic  from  Los 
Angeles  presents  La  Colorina,  a  play  in 
Spanish  about  homophobia.  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  Street,  8 
pm  Saturday  and  3pm  Sunday,  $5.  821- 
1155. 


11  mm 

Twosome  -  Jennifer  Chung  (flute)  and 
Mark  Simmons  (guitar)  perform  the 
works  of  various  classical  composers. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street,  4  pm,  free.  647-6015, 

Southern  (CaL)  discomfort  -  See  4/13 

Wordy  women  -  Poets  Hillary  Strain  and 
Lauren  Rusk  do  the  verse  thing.  The 
dreaded  open  mic  follows.  Bird  and 
Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788 
Diamond,  4:30  pm,  free.  586-3733. 

t)  mm 

Taking  the  Bite  Out  of  Tax  Day  - 

Stressed -out  taxpayers  racing  to  meet  the 
filing  deadline  at  the  Rincon  Center  Post 
Office  can  get  some  comfort  by  interact¬ 
ing  with  compassionate  canines  and 
felines  chaperoned  by  SPCA  volunteers. 
Steuart  @  Howard,  11  am-1  pm.  522- 
3569. 

Queer  as  in  funny  —  QComedy 
Showcase  presents  Maureen  Brownsey, 
Lisa  Geduldig  and  others  gaygsters  in  a 
night  of  same-  sex  stand-up  hosted  by 
Derrick  Richardson.  LGBT  Community 
Center,  1800  Market,  8  pm,  $5-15.  552- 
7200,  www. harveymilk.com  or  www. 
Qcomedy.com 

16  TVKWY 

Do  women  count?  -  A  discussion  on. 
women’s  rights,  both  economic  and 
reproductive,  by  Stacy  Karp  of  California 
Abortion  and  Reproductive  Rights  Action 
League  and  Lori  Naime  of  the 
International  Wages  for  Housework 
Campaign.  Unitarian  Universalist  Center, 
1187  Franklin  at  Geary,  1  pm,  free.  567- 
5348. 

On  the  right  path  -  Learn  how  to  use 
homeopathic  remedies  for  yourself  and 
your  family  in  this  introductory  class. 
Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy,  1199 
Sanchez,  7  pm,  $25.  695-2710. 
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Cheesesleaks 


Featuring 

Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
$5.50  -  includes  Fries 

Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 
Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
II am  -  I Opm 
7  days  a  week 
3285  21st  street  (©Valencia) 


Call  Ahead... 

...and  your  order  will  be  ready! 


Dead  men  don’t  rap  -  Were  the  murders 
of  Tupac  Shakur  and  Biggie  Smalls  con¬ 
nected  to  an  unholy  alliance  between  LA 
cops,  the  Bloods  street  gang  and  Death 
Row  Records?  Connect  the  dots  with 
Randall  Sullivan,  author  of  Labyrinth. 
Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30 
pm,  free.  282-9246. 

Diane’s  declaimers  -  Poets  Kit  Kennedy, 
Margaret  Wright  Kovacs  and  Kathleen 
Large,  all  friends  and/or  students  of 
mega-monster-bigtime-poet  Diane  di 
Prima,  read  from  their  work.  Bird  and 
Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788 
Diamond  Street,  7:30  pm,  free.  586-3733. 

v  mmm 

Eco-nightmare  -  The  documentary  film 
Earth  and  the  American  Dream  tells  the 
story  of  the  creation  of  the  U  S.  as  told 
from  the  perspective  of  the  planet.  New 
College,  766  Valencia,  8  pm,  $3-5. 

t mm 

Don’t  have  a  cow,  hombre  -The  1990 
Mexican  film  Cabeza  de  Vaca  tells,  in  an 
intensely  surreal  way,  the  story  of  Spain’s 
most  ill-  starred  conquistadors. 
Commentary  by  Professor  Carlos 
Cordova  on  the  role  of  shamans  in  new 
world  indigenous  cultures  follows  the 
screening.  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission,  10  am  and  7  pm,  $3.  821-1155. 

Monster  mash  -  Choreographers 

* 

Monique  Jenkinson  and  Joan  Bruemmer 
present  Formulae,  a  dance/theater  perfor¬ 
mance  based  on  the  life  of  Mary  Shelley 
and  her  magnum  opus,  Frankenstein. 
ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  8  pm, 
$13.  863-9834. 
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Anti-war  mongers  -  Jack  Hirshman  and 
Jimmy  Thull  of  the  League  of 
Revolutionaires  for  a  New  America, 
Steve  Williams  of  POWER,  and  all-pur¬ 
pose  troublemaker  James  Tracy  talk 
about  “Global  War  and  the  War  on  the 
Poor,”  followed  by  poetry  from  Agneta 
Falk,  Carol  Tarlen  and  Sarah  Menefee. 
The  Luggage  Store,  1007  Market,  8  pm, 
$3-5. 

Monster  mash  -  See  4/18 
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Concrete  values  -  Sidewalk  sale  to  ben¬ 
efit  St.  John’s  Tutoring  Center,  3040  16th 
Street.  Call  Cynthia  for  time  and  details  at 
864-3815. 


Marchin’  chargin’  feet  -  This  protest 
against  all  things  Bush,  especially  war, 
will  also  be  happening  in  Washington 
D  C.  The  left  coast  version  gathers  at 
Dolores  Park  at  11am  and  heads  out  at 
noon  for  a  Civic  Center  rally  at  1  pm. 
821-6545. 

The  spirit  is  afoot  -  Anne  Bluenthal  and 
Dancers  perform  Dancing  the  Mystery , 
choreographic  works  ranging  from  jazz  to 
traditional  etlinic  dance,  all  inspired  by 
spirituality.  Dance  Mission  Theater,  3116 
24th  Street,  today  at  8  pm  and  tomorrow 
at  6  pm,  $16-18.  273-4633. 

“Beyond  the  Pink  Ribbon:  Challenging 
the  Culture  of  Breast  Cancer”  -  This 
town  hall  meeting  on  breast  cancer,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Breast  Cancer  Action,  features 
keynote  speaker.  journalist  Barbara 
Ehrenreich  and  is  emceed  by  Anne 
Lamott.  The  Women’s  Building,  3453 
18th  Street,  noon  -  5  pm,  $10.  335-9988 
or  www. baction.org 

Laughin’  la  vida  loca  -  The  NACO 
show  with  CHUSMA  aims  its  wit  at  all 
things  Latino,  from  migrant  workers  to 
Ricky  Martin  (an  easy  target.)  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  Street,  8 
pm,  $13.  821-1155. 

You  line  u  p  my  life  -  “Feng  Shui  For  The 
Home,”  an  interactive  session  and  semi¬ 
nar.  Contact  Design  Center,  600 
Townsend,  10  am,  free.  905-0255  ext. 
230. 

Monster  mash  -  See  4/18 
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The  spirit  is  afoot  -  See  4/20 

Patio  booty  shakin’  -  Every  Sunday, 
salsa  bands  rock  outside,  preceded  by  a 
free  salsa  class  at  3:15  and  featuring  a 
complimentary  omnivore  bbq.  from  3-5. 
This  week  Orquesta  America  handles  the 
tunes.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street,  4  pm, 
$8.  282-3325. 
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Jiuta  music  and  dance  -  Jiuta-mai  is  a 
distinctive  style  of  Japanese  dance  origi¬ 
nating  in  the  17th  Century  and  done  to  the 
accompaniment  of  the  Koto  and 

Shamisea  The  pieces  performed  express 
the  four  seasons  with  Jiuta-mai’s  charac¬ 
teristic  graceful  beauty.  Theatre  of  Yugen, 
2840  Mariposa  Street,  8  pm,  $10-15.  621- 
7978  or  www.  theatreofyugeaorg 
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Jiuta  music  and  dance  -  See  4/22 

Lit  bit  -  Playwright  Marvin  K.  White 

(Last  Rites  For  Colored  Boys...  who  have 
considered  s-curls  when  the  hot  comb 
was  enuf...)  and  poet  Forrest  Hamer 
( Middle  Ear)  read  their  stuff.  Intersection 
for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia,  8  pm,  $5.  626- 
2787. 


Remember  the  arts  with  your  property  tax  payment— 100%  of  your 

contribution  goes  directly  to  the  arts  groups  that  need  it  most. 


VOLIINTMY  UTS  CONTRIBUTION  FUND 


VACF  is  a  program  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  Give  to  the  Arts  call  or  visit  our  Web  site.  yyyyyy  sfgft3  (jrjj 

415.554.6710  ■ 


Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus. 


A 

o-coaz-. 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 


It's  after  11:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
a  French  Kiss? 
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Woodman  spare  my  tree  -  Tree  Sit,  a 
documentary  on  eco-activism,  tells  the 
story  of  our  dwindling  forests  and  the 
men  and  women  who  boldly  sit  on  them. 
New  College,  766  Valencia,  8  pm,  $3-5. 


Bureaucrat  spare  my  park  -  The  gener¬ 
al  public  is  invited  to  come  on  down  and 
mix  it  up  with  tire  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  in  this  forum  on  ways  to 
improve  our  parks.  Mission  Recreation 
Center,  2450  Harrison,  5:30  pm.  621- 
3260. 
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Now  read  this  -  This  month’s  adult  read¬ 
ing  group  selection  is  Gabriela,  Clove 
and  Cinnamon  by  Jorge  Amado  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland,  4 
pm.  695-5160. 

All  hopped  up  -  Hip-Hop  choreographer 
Micaya  directs  the  11-  member  Soulforce 
Dance  Company  in  a  new  show  for  all  the 
hip-  hop  heads  out  there.  Theater  Artaud, 
450  Florida  Street,  8  pm,  $20.  621-7797. 
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All  hopped  up  -  See  4/24 

All  folked  up  -  The  Folk  is  Kool  Show 
features  Irish  Frock  singer  BeRn, 
Bluegrassers  The  Earl  Brothers  and  more. 
Dolores  Park  Cafe,  501  Dolores,  7:30  pm, 
$5-10.  www.getbemed.com 

Getting  down  to  fundamentals  -  Writer, 
filmmaker  and  New  Left  Review  editor 
Tariq  Ali  discusses  his  new  book.  Clash 
of  Fundamentalisms,  an  analysis  of  the 
conflict  between  Islamic  fundamentalism 
and  21st  Century  Western  colonialism. 
Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30 
pm,  free.  282-9246. 
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All  hopped  up  -  See  4/24 

IMalo  is  good,  very  good-  At  this  historic 
musical  event  the  original  members  of  the 
seminal  Latin  rock  band  Malo  reuinite 
for  the  first  time  in  25  years  in  a  benefit 
for  Mission  High  School  scholarships,  music, 
sports  and  academic  programs.  Mission 
High  School  3750  18th  Street,  7pm,  $15- 
25.  241-6268 

Something  surprising  in  your  shoe?  - 
“Tabby  Tell  All,”  a  cat  behavior  class  for 
folks  with  over-frisky  felines  meets  at 
Maddie’s  Pet  Adoption  Center,  250 
Florida,  11  am,  free.  522-3525. 


M  AONWY 

The  Marshian  comicals  -  Tonight  and 
every  Monday  night,  catch  stand  up  com¬ 
edy  and  performance  art  by  both  the 
brightest  lights  and  dimmest  bulbs  in  the 
field.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  8  pm, 
$7.  826-5750. 
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Rebelle  -  Roxanne  Dunbar-Ortiz’  mem¬ 
oir,  Outlaw  Woman,  chronicles  her  expe¬ 
rience  m  the  early  feminist  movement  of 
the  60s,  stints  in  the  SDS,  the  Weather 
Underground,  and  African  National 
Congress.  She  is  now  a  professor  of  eth¬ 
nic  and  women’s  studies  at  California 
State  University  at  Hayward.  Modem 
Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30  pm, 
free.  282-9246. 

ONGOING 

THEATER.  APT*  AND  DAN(E 

The  Yoga  of  Moby  Dick  -  In  this  solo 
performance,  Mark  Kenward  draws  par¬ 
allels  and  connects  the  dots  between  his 
personal  life’s  hatha  yoga  and  Melville’s 
epic  novel  which  are  both  hilarious  and 
thought-provoking.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia,  through  April  27,  Friday  - 
Saturday  at  8  pm,  $12-18.  826-5750. 

Women  Behind  Bars  is  a  campy  send-up 
of  the  WIP  (women  in  prison)  B-movie 
genre,  with  ten  real  women  who  leave  no 
stereotype  unturned.  Theater  Rhinoceros, 
2926  16th  Street,  through  April  13, 
Wednesday  -  Saturday  8  pm,  Sunday 
eves.  7  pm,  Sunday  matinees  4/7,  $15- 
22.  861-5079. 

In  Perpetuity  Throughout  the  Universe 

-  Pulp  fiction,  romance  and  social  com¬ 
mentary  run  throughout  Eric  Overmyer’s 
conspiracy  theory-themed  play.  Shotwell 
Studios,  3252-A  19th  Street,  Friday  - 
Sunday  April  5-21,  Friday  &  Saturday  8 
pm  and  Sunday  3  pm,  $15.  262-0477. 

The  Adventures  of  Lucky  M:  Aim  - 
Michele  Handelman’s  performance  piece 
involves  the  creation  of  art  by  the  paint 
shooting  of  Super  Action  Anti-hero 
Lucky  M.  The  Lab,  2948  16th  Street. 
Opening  reception  Friday,  April  12,  6-9 
pm,  free.  Live  shoot-out  Thursday,  April 
18,  8  pm,  $5-10.  Installation  runs  through 

April  20.  864-8855. 

Michelangelo  Did  This?  -  In  this  dark 
comedy  by  Howard  Hain,  Michelangelo 
is  reincarnated  as  an  Iowa-based  putz. 
Exit  Theater,  156  Eddy,  Thursday  - 
Saturday,  April  12  -  May  11,  8  pm,  $16- 
20.  981-6444  Or  www. ticketweb.com 


Three  2  Life  -  Three  theatrical  pieces 
written  and  performed  by  Edris  Cooper- 
Anifowoshe,  Donald  E.  Lacy  Jr.  and 
Shawn  Taylor.  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia,  Fridays  and  Saturdays 
April  19-May  4,8pm,  $9-15.626-3311. 

Dandelion  Dance  Theater  and  Hae 
Kyung  Lee  &  Dancers  at  the  ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  Thursday  - 
Saturday  April  25-  May  4,  8  pm,  $15-17. 
863-9834. 

LuminEssence  -  A  full-bore  Las  Vegas- 
style  cabaret,  including  singers,  dancers, 
circus  performers,  a  female  illusionist  and 
lots  of  feathers.  Victoria  Theater,  2961 
16th  Street,  Friday  -  Sunday  April  26  - 
May  5,  Friday  8  pm,  Saturday  7  &  9  pm, 
Sunday  3  pm,  $27-35.  345-7575  or  www. 
spectaclesproductions.com 

;Brava  Havana!  Juana  Bacallao  - 
Coming  direct  from  Havana,  83 -year  old 
Juana  Bacallao,  Cuba’s  most  well-known 
singer-comedienne-actress  has  a  six  night 
ran  at  Brava  Theater  Center,  2789  24th 
Street,  April  30-  May  4  at  8  pm.  May  5  at 
3  pm.  $30.  392-4400. 


mom  tvcvis,  ms- 
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The  SF  SPCA  offers  several  different  dog 
obedience  classes  throughout  the  month. 
Call  the  Dog  Training  Division  at  554- 
3509  for  details  or  go  to  www,  sfspca.org. 

Ever  wanted  to  visit  Alcatraz  at  night? 
Here’s  your  chance.  Night  tours  of  the 
Rock  -  with  special  nature  and  history 
programs  geared  to  the  interests  of  locals 
rather  than  tourists  -  are  now  a  very  hap¬ 
pening  thing.  Revenues  from  ticket  sales 
support  restoration  and  preservation  of 
the  National  Park.  Tickets  are  $  1 8  and  are 
available  by  calling  705-5555.  For  more 
information  go  to  www. nps.gov/alcatraz 
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B-girls  class,  an  all  women’s  break  danc¬ 
ing  collective.  All  levels  welcome. 
CellSpaCe,  2050  Bryant,  6-8  pm.  561- 
0798. 


2425 17th  Street  @  Potrero 
Friday.  April  26th  7:00  -  P 
Saturday,  April  27th  11:00-6:00 
info:  artex@bis.net  /  1-877-ART-EXPL 


Ifelida’d 
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proudly  present 


EVERY  THU  RS  DAY 

iMQQM 

A  Gay  &  Lesbian  Latin  Music  Dance  Party 

Happy  Hour  from  7:00  to  9:00  with  light  Buffet  &  Drink  Specials 
$6:00  cover  after  9:00  pm 


April  4th  -  "Salsa  Caliente  y  Duro"  w/DJ's  Chata  Gutierrez  and  Chili  serving  Salsa, 
Merengue,  Gumbia  y  Latin  House. 


April  11th  -  "Boyz  Night  Out"  w/DJ's  Alain  de  Corazon  3°  S.F.  &  Chili  D.  Hosted  by 
Mark  Pastora,  HIP  HOP,  Retro  70's  &  80's  y  Salsa  Picante. 


April  18th  -  "Salsa  Caliente  y  Duro"  w/DJ's  Sin  Frontera  y  Chili  D  serving  Salsa, 
■  ■  Merengue,  Cumbia,  Brazilian  Beats  y  Latin  House. 


April  25th  -  "Hot  '&  Sultry  Latin  Fusion"  w/DJ's  Black  &  Chili  D  with  R&B,  Old  School 
and  Latin  House,  Salsa  y  Merengue. 


3140  Mission  Street,  SF  -  Chili  D  Hotline  (415)  820-1413  -  www.roccapulco.com 


n  mm 

All  hopped  up  -  See  4/24 

I  remember  me  -  Poet  Diane  Di  Prima 
reads  from  her  memoir,  My  Life  as  a 
Woman.  Bird  and  Beckett  Books  and 
Records,  2788  Diamond  Street,  7:30  pm, 
free.  586-3733. 

Foot  Ball  -  This  four-hour  celebration  of 
National  Dance  Week  features  a  variety 
of  free  classes  for  adults  and  kids,  includ¬ 
ing  modem  dance  at  3,  kids  Capoeira  at  3, 
Afro-Cuban  at  3:30,  self-  defense  for 
women  at  3:45,  in-depth  woikout  at  4:30, 
hip-hop  for  kids  at  4:30,  dance  workout  at 
5,  yoga  at  5:15  and  contact  improv  at  6. 
Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Center,  1133 
Mission  Street.  621-6043  &  www.  rhyth- 
mandmotion.com 
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RESTAURANT 


r Inc  The  Best  MAR6ARITAS 
d  Authentic  MEXICAN  CUISINE 

in  the  Bay  aRea 


WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 
11  AM-*2PM 
SATURDAY 
AND  SUNDAY 
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Youth  from  10-13  years  can  learn  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  media,  paper  mache,  sculpture, 
print-making,  batik,  puppet,  mask,  and 
jewelry -making  skills  at  a  workshop  from 
3:30-5:30  pm.  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts, 
2981  24th  St.,  $8  per  session  or  $50  for 
ten-class  membership.  285-2287. 

Monday  Night  Marsh  -  Stand  up  come¬ 
dy  and  performance  art  by  both  the 
brightest  lights  and  dimmest  bulbs  in  the 
field.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  8  pm, 
$7.  826-5750. 

Astanga  Yoga  -  Classes  by  Chalita 
Photikoe,  who  teaches  the  Astanga 
Primary  Series  integrating  breath,  band- 
has  and  movement.  Quan  Yin  Healing 
Arts  Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30  pm, 
$40/month.  861-4964. 

Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition 
(MAC)  holds  public  meetings  on  plan¬ 
ning  and  development  issues  impacting 
the  Mission  District.  Centro  Del  Pueblo, 
474  Valencia  Street@  16th  St.,  6-7:30 
pm.  Call  Oscar  or  Geri  at  43 1-4210. 
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Are  you  smarter  than  Cliff  Claven?  Try 
the  Pub  Quiz,  hosted  by  Angie.  Fun  and 
prizes.  Dylan’s,  2301  Folsom  @  19th, 
8:30.  641-1416. 

Free  meditation  class.  Psychic  Horizons, 
972  Valencia,  7:30  pm.  643-8800. 

Taichi:  Taiyi  Swimming  Dragon  Chuan 
Form  is  taught  by  Liping  Zhu,  student  of 
Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a  gold 
medallist  in  the  1996  International 
Martial  Arts  Tournament.  Quan  Yin 
Healing  Arts  Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30 
pm,  $40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964. 

WCDKiSDMS 

Figure  painting  for  beginning  and 
advanced  artists  wanting  to  learn  to  paint 
and  draw  the  male  and  female  form.  One 
pose  is  worked  on  per  class.  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts,  2981  24th  St.,  7-9:30  pm,  $8 
per  session  or  $50  for  ten-class  member¬ 
ship.  285-2287. 

Indulge  your  chess  addiction  with  the  all¬ 
levels  Chess  Club  at  4  pm,  or  practice 
your  Scrabble  skills  at  Scrabble  Nights 
at  7  pm,  all  ability  levels  welcome. 
Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library,  500 
Cortland  Avenue,  7  pm,  free.  695-5160. 

Practice  your  Spanish  in  an  all-levels 
Spanish  Conversation  Group.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland 
Ave.,  7  pm,  free.  695-5160. 

The  International  Socialist  Organization 
holds  weekly,  open  meetings  at  the  SF 
-  Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street,  7-9 
pm  336-5034. 


SF  Bicycle  Coalition  Volunteer  Night  - 

5-9  pm,  in  SFBC  office, 
1095  Market  St.,  Suite  208  (@  7th). 
Every  Wednesday,  come  to  the  weekly 
SFBC  Volunteer  night  to  do  the  things 
that  make  our  office  ran,  munch  on  pizza 
&  snacks  and  enjoy  the  fine  company  of 
other  cyclists.  We  can  use  your  help!  For 
more  info  contact  Michael  at  431- 
BIKExl  or  www.  calfee@sfbike.org 

mm 

Treat  kids  ages  3-5  to  Preschool 
Storytime  at  the  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett  Street,  at  10:30  am.  695- 
5090. 

Sister  Rise  Up!  (4/11  &  4/25)  -  Spoken 
word,  performance,  dj,  food,  music  and 
dance  are  all  part  of  this  weekly  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  voices  of  women  of  color 
(especially  those  of  the  Arab  and  West 
African  Diaspora).  All  proceeds  benefit 
Arab  Women’s  Solidarity  Association 
and  INCITE:  Women  of  Color  Against 
Violence.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street,  9 
pm,  $5. 

Qi  Gong  classes  taught  by  Liping  Zhu, 
student  of  Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a 
gold  medallist  in  the  1996  International 
Martial  Arts  Tournament.  Quan  Yin 
Healing  Arts  Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30 
pm,  $40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964. 


Gamesters,  this  is  your  night.  Everything 
from  Scrabble  to  Cribbage  can  be 
played  with  the  regulars,  irregulars  and 
newbies  at  SF  Games  in  their  new  loca¬ 
tion  at  Mission  Grounds  Cafe,  3170  16th 
Street,  7  pm,  free.  820-3200  Ext.  105. 

Learn  to  ballroom  dance  at  beginning 
Ballroom  Dance  Lessons,  followed  by  a 
Ballroom  Dance  Party.  Dance  contests 
held  on  the  last  Friday  of  every  month. 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  St., 
lessons  7:30  pm,  dance  party  9  pm,  $15 
for  both,  $9  for  the  party  only.  252-9000. 

M(IJ» 

Storytime  en  Espanol  for  the  whole  fam¬ 
ily.  Afterwards  take  part  in  a  short  craft 
activity.  Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  St,  12  noon,  free.  695-5090. 

Found  footage,  experimental  works  of 
genius  and  the  just  plain  wacky  are  all 
part  and  parcel  of  the  short  and  feature- 
length  films  screened  at  the  legendary 
Other  Cinema.  Artist  Television  Access, 
992  Valencia,  8:30  pm,  $5.  824-3890. 

Guided  mural  tour  -  See  and  hear  all 
about  60  murals  on  a  10-  block  walk. 
Meet  at  the  Cafe  Venice  on  the  24th  Street 
BART  Plaza  at  11  am,  $2-10.  285-2287. 


Salsa  classes  with  Ava  Apple  at  the 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  Street, 
Level  1:3  pm,  Level  2:  4:30  pm,  'A  hour 
practice  session  between  classes.  Single 
class,  $14.  8  class  card,  $96.  252-9000  or 
www. metronomeballroom.com 

fllMWS 

Terry  (“The  Lesbian  Woody  Allen”) 
Baum  and  Dr.  Michael  (“The  Resident 
Expert”)  Goldhaber  peruse  the  news  of 
the  day  for  insight  and  guffaws  with  help 
from  the  audience  in  Operation  Infinite 
News.  Cafe  Du  Nord,  2170  Market,  6  pm, 
$5.  Runs  until  most  of  the  world’s  prob¬ 
lems  have  been  solved. 

Live  Flamenco  Music  and  Dance  -  The 
flamenco  group  Arte  and  Compas  per¬ 
forms  live  at  Timos  Restaurant,  842 
Valencia,  7  &  8:30  pm.  647-0558  or 
www. timos.com 

Another  guided  mural  tour  -  See  and 

hear  all  about  50  murals  on  an  8-block 
tour.  Meet  at  Precita  Eyes  Arts  and 
Visitors  Center,  2981  24th  Street  at  11am, 
$2-10.  285-2287. 

Salsa  bands  on  the  patio  -  Live  salsa 
music  under  the  open  sky.  4/7  Los 
Compas,  4/14  Danilo,  4/21  Orquesta 
America,  4/28  Mazacote.  Free  salsa  class 
at  3:15,  featuring  a  complimentary  omni¬ 
vore  bbq.  from  3-5.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission 
Street,  4  pm,  $8.  282-3325. 


FAST  PCVSl! 

CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11AM  til  3AM 
FREE  FAST  DELIVERY! 

535  Valencia  @  16th  street 

Phone  431-8880  Fax  431-9018 

Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 

"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

Salami,  Pepperont,  Sausage,  Mushroom,  Bell  Pepper,  Onions 

2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

Mushroom,  Onion,  Fwh  Tomatoes,  Bed  Peppers,  Blech  Olive,  Garlic 

3.  FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp,  Clem.  Garlic 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Chicken,  Mushrooms,  Sun  Dried  Tomatoes,  Onions 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

Ground  Beef,  Onions,  Fresh  Tomatoes,  Black  Oliva,  Jalapekot 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  (ALL  MEAT) 

Ham,  Beef,  Pepperoni,  Canadian  Bacon,  Sausage,  Salami 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Fmh  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Sausage 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Canadian  Bacon,  Pineapple 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

Spinach,  Feta  Cheese,  Black  Oliva,  Petto,  Basil 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Attic hoke  Heats,  Sun-Dried  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Black  Olivts,  Zucchini 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

1  TOPPING 

2  TOPPINGS 

3  TOPPINGS 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepperoni  •  Sausage  *  Ground  Beef 
Olives*  Garlic  ‘Zucchini  •  Fresh  Spinach*  Fresh  Tomato#Onion  •  Pesco 
Bab/ Clams* Chicken* Anchovies *Shrimp* Feta  Cheesc*Bell  Peppers 
Mushroom*  Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers  *Jalapeno* Pineapple  ‘Artichoke 


SMALL 

MEDIUM 

LARGE 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

12.30 

15.20 

19.25 

11.35 

13.65 

15.85 

11.75 

15.75 

17.35 

13.45 

16.75 

18.65 

13.50 

16.85 

19.95 

10.85 

1345 

17.10 

9.95 

12.90 

14.10 

12.10 

14.75 

17.10 

11.85 

13.85 

15.85 

7.95 

9.95 

12.05 

8.75 

11.15 

13.35 

9.85 

12.35 

14.80 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

Ham* 

Canadian  Bicon 

PASTA 


ENTREES 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 
CHEESE  RAVIOLI 
RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE  ' 
ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCCINI  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUTT1  DI  MARE 
CHICKEN  FETTUCCINI 
LASAGNA  BOLOGNESE 
VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 
LINGU1NI  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TORTELLINI  FLORENTTNI 

RED  SNAPPER 
GRILLED  SALMON 
PRAWNS  SAUTE 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARMIGIANA 
CHICKEN  PICATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CALAMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 

CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

OurS  chicken  with  muhroem,  eerrea.  on torn  ,nj  herb,  m  tin 

RISOTTO  DI  FRESCO 

Fmh  utptohla  m  a  primavm  i auct  end  rut 

RISOTTO  DECARNE 

Stack  mips  with  miuhmom .  mien &herhi  in  rite 

SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 


7.75 

8.65 
8.95 

7.65 

8.75 
8.75 

10.65 

9.85 

8.95 

8.75 

9.95 

8.85 

9.65 

9.65 

10.25 

11.25 

9.85 

9.75 

9.95 
10.95 

8.25 

10.95 

12.50 

11.95 

4.50 

4.85 

6.25 

2.25 

5.95 

3.75 

6.75 

6.25 

8.20 

7.50 
8.20 

8.85 
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Silicon 

Satan 


Terror  in  the  Kitchen 


If  nothing  else,  the  War  on  Terror  has 
demonstrated  the  character  and 
resourcefulness  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple.  Who  now  could  doubt  our  resolve? 
For,  even  though  we  have  not  succeeded 
in  killing  or  capturing  any  A1  Qaida  lead¬ 
ers  of  note — and  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  Osama  bin  Laden  and  Mullah  Omar 
are  still  safely  ensconced  in  an  air-condi¬ 
tioned  cave-complex  somewhere  in 
Afghanistan,  sipping  sherbet  and  plotting 
their  next  atrocity — this  lias  clearly  not 
put  a  dent  in  our  determination  to  visit  the 
full  force  of  our  vengeance  upon  even  so 
minor  a  threat  to  civilization  as  teenage- 
jihadi,  John  Walker  Lindh. 

Despite  the  skeptics  who  thought  an 
inward-looking  nation  like  ours  would 
never  be  able  to  build  the  international 
coalition  needed  to  fight  terrorism,  we  are 
now  working  more  closely  than  ever  with 
our  allies,  routinely  sending — as  the 
Washington  Post  recently  reported — sus¬ 
pected  A1  Qaida  members  to  be  tried  in 
Egypt,  Jordan  and  other  countries  where 
torture  is  an  indispensable  arm  of  the  jus¬ 
tice  system. 

It  is  perhaps  because  of  this  new 
internationalism  which  the  War  on  Terror 
has  necessitated  in  us,  that  we  Americans 
have  developed  such  a  keen  interest  in  the 
foreigners  in  our  midst.  So  curious  are  we 
about  them  in  fact,  that,  empowered  with 
the  USA  Patriot  Act,  we  now  reserve  the 
right  to  round  them  up  at  the  drop  of  a  hat 
and  subject  them  to  thorough  question¬ 
ing — so  that  we  can  all  the  better  under¬ 
stand  their  strange  ways  and  often  pecu¬ 
liar  beliefs. 

Of  course,  foreigners  are  all  very 
well  in  their  place — picking  fruit,  clean¬ 
ing  our  houses,  and  providing  local  color 
when  we  go  on  vacation — but,  as  can 
doubtless  be  attested  to  by  the  thousands 
of  native-bom  Americans  who  in  recent 
months  have  so  eagerly  denounced  their 
immigrant  neighbors  to  the  authorities, 
one  is  always  in  what  Governor  Ridge’s 
new  color-coded  alert  system  would  term 
an  “elevated  condition  of  terrorist  threat” 


Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  •  Graham  Webb  •  •  •  * 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Cuts  &  Styling  •  Color  *  highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 
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Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  cfi  Men 


3l66^31nd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9430 
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Ttow- Serwittef,  RETRO-ITALIANO  FOOD 

open 

6pm -2  am 


'  Si 


WED  -  SUN 


when  one  has  dealings  with  these  people. 
I  was  forced  to  a  realization  of  this  dis¬ 
turbing  truth  the  other  day,  after  suffering 
through  a  particularly  abominable  dining 
experience  at  one  of  our  local  restaurants. 

For,  although  I  cannot  say  for  sure 
whether  the  swarthy  bellboys,  waiters  and 
chefs  who  staffed  that  establishment  were 
from  “axis  of  evil”  countries,  judging  by 
the  quality  of  the  food  they  prepared  for 
me,  whichever  countries  they  were  from 
were  clearly  part  of  the  “axis  of  not  very 
good.”  And  while  some  of  you  might 
object  that  it  was  a  little  bit  of  a  stretch  to 
suspect  that  they  might  be  terrorists  sim¬ 
ply  because  they  served  me  a  lousy  meal, 
all  I  can  say  is  that  you  didn’t  see  my  pan- 
seared  foie  gras — as  tragically  charred  as 
any  Cantor  Fitzgerald  bond  trader — and 
my  chocolate  souffle — as  pancake-flat  as 
a  New  York  City  fire  track  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  World  Trade  Center. 

Besides,  1  personally  feel  it  is  nothing 
less  than  an  assault  on  our  nation’s  core 
values  when  some  foreign-bom  waiter, 
oblivious  to  the  can-do  spirit  that  makes 
America  so  great,  fails  to  serve  me  with 
the  same  degree  of  enthusiasm  with 
which,  say,  a  9/1 1  widow  pursues  televi¬ 
sion  appearances. 


And  so,  on  my  way  home  that 
evening,  as  I  stopped  to  gas  up  my  new 
Lincoln  Navigator — purchased,  in 
response  to  our  president’s  call  to  eco¬ 
nomic  patriotism,  with  the  proceeds  of 
some  “friends-and-family”  Enron  shares  I 
sold  last  summer — it  suddenly  struck  me 
what  I  had  to  do.  Just  like  those  brave  pas¬ 
sengers  on  Flight  93 — whose  acts  of  hero¬ 
ism  set  such  a  shining  example  for  us  all 
that  we  continue  to  believe  in  them 
unquestioningly,  despite  having  precious 
little  evidence  that  they  ever  occurred — I 
would  have  to  step  up  to  the  plate  and  go 
to  bat  for  America:  “Let’s  roll!”™  I  said 
to  myself,  then  fired  up  my  cellphone,  and 
reported  the  restaurant’s  entire  non-citi¬ 
zen  workforce  to  the  Office  of  Homeland 
Security. 


LIVE  MUSIC  NIGHTLY 
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WEEKNIGHTS 

( *5  o*t  cuee6e*ul&) 


WWW.BRUNOSLIVE.COM  •  41  5-648-7701 
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QUAIN  YIIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

Since  1984 ,  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive 
Acupuncture  Treatment  Programs 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  4  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 

CHILDCARE  PROVIDED  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 
DROP  IN  TREATMENT  FOR  ADDICTION  AND  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY 
PRIVATE  INSURANCE,  MEDI  CAL  WORKERS  COMP,  PERSONAL  INJURY 

455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  415-861-4964  qyliac@aol.com 
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The  terrorist  war 
on  the  planet 
continued 
non-stop 
this  past  year. 


Former  oil  executive 
Vice  President  Dick  Cheney 
dismissed  conservation  as 
an  inadequate  solution  to 
the  California  energy  crisis 

but 
merely 


Suckers. 


By  Oliver  Chin 


3-20-02:  Global  warming  causes 
the  "staggering"  collapse  of 
Antarctica's  12,000-year-old 
Larson  B  ice  shelf.  650  feet  thick, 
720  billion  tons 


12-3-01:  Enron  files  for 
bankruptcy.  President  Bush 
has  received  more  money 
from  Enron  associates 
over  his  political  career 
than  any  other  source. 

Where  am  I  gonna 
get  another  $750, 


"a  sign  of 
personal 


3-28-01:  The  U.S.  rejected 
the  Kyoto  Protocol  and 
refused  to  cut  emissions  of 
six  greenhouse  gases. 
4-2-01:  The  European  Union 
ratifies  the  treaty 
without 
American 
participation. 


From  1/01  to  5/01,  Energy 
Secretary  Spencer  Abraham 
meets  with  energy  lobbyists 
but  no  environmental  or 

consumer  groups. 

Perfect 
score! 


2-23-02:  Bush  designates  less 
Superfund  sites  and  shifts 
the  majority  of  cleanup  costs 
from  industry  polluters 
to  taxpayers  ($700  million). 


3-14-02:  The  Senate  rejected 
a  bipartisan  measure  to 
increase  fuel-efficiency 
requirements  for  cars  and 
trucks. 


After  Exelon  donates  $1.5  million 
to  the  Republican  party  over  the 
past  decade,  VP  Cheney's 
May  2001  national  energy  report 
recommends  increasing  our 
reliance  on  nuclear  power. 


3-25-02:  US  orders  68  nuclear 
reactor  operators  to  check  their 
reactor  vessels  after  discovering 
that  cooling  water  acid 
had  nearly- 
dissolved  a 
6-inch-thick  lid 
at  an  Ohio  plant. 


3-5-02:  EPA's  Christine  Whitman 
delays  for  2  years  the  Clean  Air 
Act  rules  that  would  reduce 
toxic  emissions  from 
80,000  industrial  sources. 


Remember, 
arsenic  in 
drinking 
water  is 
ok  too. 


3-22-02:  Bush  orders  federal 
judges  to  eliminate  millions  of 
acres  of  protected  habitat  for 
dozens  of  Endangered  Species, 
ignorant  that  humans  will 
soon  be  added 
to  that 
list. 
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Monica  Conrady 


It’s  April  already  and  May  is  just 
around  the  comer.  May  in  San 
Francisco  means  one  thing — 
Camaval!  Just  eight  weeks  from  now, 
hundreds  off  Camaval  aficionados  will 
shed  their  everyday  selves,  don  feathers, 
sequins  and  fantastic  costumes,  and  take 
to  the  streets. 

Camaval  San  Francisco  2002  is  back 
to  being  a  two-day  affair,  and  it  will  take 
place  over  the  Memorial  Day  weekend, 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  25  and  26. 
There  will  be  a  street  festival  on  Harrison 
Street  on  both  days  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
The  Grand  Parade  down  Mission  Street 
will  be  on  Sunday,  the  26th,  at  10  a  m. 
sharp.  Yes,  we  know  it’s  an  early  start, 
but  this  is  because  the  festivities 
are  being  televised  live  on  KRON-TV  this 
year. 

By  the  time  you  read  this, 
CarnavalSF  will  have  chosen  this  year’s 
King  and  Queen,  unfortunately  too  late 
for  this  column.  The  Contest  was  held  at 
the  ODC  Theater  on  17th  Street  and  was 
surely  a  great  evening.  I’ll  have  the 
details  in  the  next  column. 

The  official  Camaval  theme  is 
“Nueva  Vida/New  Life,”  and  under  the 
new  management  of  Mission 
Neighborhood  Centers,  Inc.,  there  seems 
to  be  a  lot  of  new  energy  and  renewed 
enthusiasm  around. 

Camaval  is  always  held  over  the 
Memorial  Day  weekend  in  San  Francisco, 
but  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world  it  is  a 
moveable  feast — dependent  on  when  Lent 
falls..  In  early  February  there  was  an  exo¬ 
dus  of  local  camavalescos  to  the  various 
Camavals.  To  Veracruz  (Mexico)  went 
Jan  McDermott  and  Sara  Crummett.  Jim 
Sowers  went  to  Trinidad  and  so  did  Tomi 
Seoa  Glenn  Evans  of  Sambao  went  to 
Rio,  where  he  paraded  with  the  mighty 
Mangueira  Samba  School,  the  winners. 
Yours  truly  and  friends  went  to  Ensenada 
in  Baja  and  bumped  into  Marko  “Mallet” 
Edwards,  who  was  in  the  parade  with 
Super  Sonic  Samba  of  San  Diego.  Small 
world.  Super  Sonic  will  be  here  again  in 
May  for  our  Camaval. 

Speaking  of  Jim  Sowers — 
(Camaval  King  2000) — Jim  spent  several 
months  last  year  in  Africa,  riding  his 
motorcycle  from  Cape  Town  to  Cairo  to 
benefit  the  e  Save  the  Children  Fund.  If 
you  haven’t  already  done  so,  check  out 
his  website  at  www.moonride.org  to  read 
the  fascinating  account  of  his  travels. 

And  furthermore,  mark  your  calen¬ 
dars  for  Saturday,  May  4,  when  Jim  and 
his  gang  are  planning  a  big  kick-off  party 
for  Camaval  SF.  I’ll  have  the 
details  in  next  month’s  column. 
Stay  tuned. 

Meanwhile,  if  you’re  thinking  of 
joining  in  the  fun  this  year  (and  you 
should  be!),  there  are  many  groups  to 
join.  Here  are  some  of  them: 

Escuela  de  Rueda  will  be  joining  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  in  their 
Camaval  Comparsa,  May  26.  Adult 
dance  classes,  taught  by  Cheo  Roja,  are 
held  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  6-7  p.m.,  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School,  1220  Noe 
Street.  Information:  415/695-5675.  At 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 


Mission  Street,  choreography  classes  are 
held  Saturday  afternoons  from  4-6  p.m 
Information:  415/821-1155. 

The  Academicos  Da  Estrada  Real,  under 
the  direction  of  Josephine  Morada  and 
Rudy  Ortiz,  holds  classes  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  from  7:30  to  9  p.m.  at  the 
Mission  YMCA,  4080  Mission  Street, 
and  rehearses  on  Sundays  from  1  to  3 
p.m  at  Candlestick  Recreational  Area. 
Check  it  out — it’s  a  lot  of  fun.. 
Information:  415/452-8114. 

MaraReggae,  with  Rhonda  Stagnaro  Low 
and  Mestre  Wilson  Low,  is  going  great 
guns  as  usual.  Their  theme  is  “  Mascara 
da  Verdad.”  Rehearsals  are  indoors  at 
2050  Bryant  Street  on  Sundays  from 
March  24  through  April  21;  Outdoor 
rehearsals  will  be  held  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  at  25th  and  Lincoln  Avenues  on 
Sundays  from  April  28  through  May  19. 
Information:  415/621-0643. 

The  dynamic  group  Pernas  con  Almas 
(Legs  with  Soul)  are  looking  for 
people  to  join  them  for  Camaval.  They 
are  teaming  up  with  Loco  Bloco 
this  year,  and  will  have  their  own  section 
in  this  contingent.  Rehearsals 
start  in  April,  on  Sundays.  Interested? 
Call  650/563-9396  or  e-mail  tuurelu- 
ur@yahoo.com 

And,  speaking  of  Pernas  con  Almas,  they 
will  be  performing  at  a  “Festa  Da 
Bunda”  Camaval  party  at  Ashkenaz  in 
Berkeley  on  Friday,  May  17.  More 
details  next  time. 

Samba  do  Coracao,  with  Mary 
Dollar  and  Fernando  de  Sanjinis,  returns 
t  o 

CarnavalSF  after  a  three-year  hiatus.  Yea! 
They’ll  also  be  celebrating 
their  ten-year  anniversary  in  Camaval  this 
year.  The  theme  is  “Winter 
turns  to  Spring.”  Rehearsals  begin 
Sunday,  April  7,  from  1  to  5  p.m.  and 
continue  every  Sunday  through  May  19. 
Then,  there’s  a  Saturday  rehearsal 
on  May  25.  The  venue  is  Lindley 
Meadow,  Golden  Gate  Park,  located  at 
JFK  Drive  &  30th  Avenue.  Information: 
415/826-2588.  Website:  www.  sam- 
badooracao. 

That’s  all  for  this  month.  Don’t  for¬ 
get  to  check  this  space  in  May  for  the 
final,  final  countdown. 

Ciao  until  then. 


Last  minute  flash 


CALLING  ALL  BAY  AREA  DRUM¬ 
MERS:  FIRE  UP  YOUR  DRUMS! 
FOGO  MASSIVE  BATUQUE 

Open  house  -  free  to  all  ,  a  drum 
revival  of  Camaval  Spirit  Sunday  April 
28.  noon  -  2  at  Oakland’s  Alice  Arts 
Center,  1428  Alice  Street,  (2-3  blocks 
from  12th  Street  BART  Station).  There 
will  be  refreshments  and  hot  non-stop 
energy! 

For  more  info  on  upcoming  Fogo 
events,  call  the  hotline  at  (510)  464-5999 
or  visit  the  website  at  www.gofogocar- 
naval.com 


DOES  A  BART  STATION 
AT  30TH  STREET  &  MISSION 
MAKE  SENSEI 

Neighbors  from  Bernal  Heights,  Noe  Valley,  Glen  Park, 
Fairmount,  and  Mission  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  3rd  and 
final  meeting  of  the  feasibility  study  meetings. 

Come  and  hear  the  final  results  of  the  assessment  of  a  30th 
Street  station. The  assessment  includes  the  possibility  of  adding 
"pocket  tracks"  to  store  disabled  trains,  reviews  the  operational 
and  physical  constraints  of  a  new  station,  and  other  issues. 

For  more  information,  call  Oriana  at  206-2140  ext.  152. 

Refreshments  will  be  served. 

THURSDAY  APRIL  II  2002  •  6:30  PM— 8:30  PM 
BERNAL  HEIGHTS  NEIGHBORHOOD  CENTER 
5  I  5  CORTLAND  AVENUE  @  ANDOVER 

Cosponsored  by  the  Bemal  Heights  Neighborhood  Center,  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  and  the  Bay  Area  Rapid  Transit  (BART). 

bci  & 


Embarcadero 
Montgomery  StJZ 

Powell  St/$S 
Civic  Center^KJ^ 


16th  St  Mission 
24th  St  Mission 


rancisco 


Get  a  Lead-Free  Faucet 

for  Oily  $10 


If  you  own  a  single-family  home  or  multifamily 
building  in  SF,  you  can  buy  from  the  San  Francisco 
Water  Dept,  a  brand-new,  lead-free  kitchen  faucet 
for  only  $10  on: 


Sat.  April  13 

8a.m.  to  1p.m. 

Evans  Campus-City  College 
1400  Evans  (Mendell) 


While  traces  of  lead  are  a  minimal  risk,  protecting  water 
quality  is  one  of  SFPUC’s  most  important  missions.  Most 
faucets  purchased  prior  to  1997  contain  up  to  8%  lead. 

We  will  also  be  selling  high  quality,  1.6  gallon  per  flush 
toilets  for  only  $10. 


For  more  information,  please  call  the  SF  Public 

Utilities  Commission  at 

923-2676. 

Bring  photo  ID. 
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Celebrate  Earth  Day 


You  can  choose  to  do 

NOTHING 

for  the  Environment 


NO  Bag  at  All 


When  you  go  to  the  store, 
there’s  another  choice  besides  paper  or  plastic. 
You  can  choose  no  bag  at  all! 


•  Atteoix 


[_J  CZD  [ 


□  □  nn  CD  cif 

cutr  ‘ 


Just  carry  your  purchase  yourself  —  or  in  your  own  canvas  bag. 
Add  NOTHING  to  the  Landfill  by  Preventing  Waste! 


SF  Environment 
Department  of  the  Environment 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
www.sfenvironment.com 


415.554.4333 


For  more  information  about  waste  prevention  please  call  or  visit  our  website. 


QUEEN  OF  THE  NIGHT  EVERY  FRIDAY 
BEGINNING  APRIL  26 


WITH  MEN  OF  EXOTICA  -  MALE  STRIPPERS 
DJ  ECLIPSE 
SHOW  AT  10:30PM 
COVER  $4  BEFORE  11 

SATURDAYS  BEGINNING  APRIL  27 
AFTERNOON  TARDEADAS  AT  4 
QUEEN  OF  THE  NIGHT  AT  7PM 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


The  Mission  has  a  number  of  underground  creeks  and  lakes.  The  small  body  of  water  at  the 
bottom  of  this  map  is  called  Inlet  Bay  and  connected  the  Mission  with  the  Bay  at  one  time.  The 
large  lake  is  called  Laguna  de  Manantial.  Manantial  is  the  Spanish  word  for  spring.  In  most  other 
.  maps  this  lake  is  called  Laguna  de  Los  Dolores,  Lake  of  Sorrows.  (Reproduced  from  Missions 
and  Missionaries  of  California  by  Zephyrin  Englehardt,  4  volumes,  1908-15) 

What  lies  beneath? 


by  Jill  Winkelstein 

ave  you  ever  gone  to  a  natural 
histoiy  museum  that  shows  what 
the  earth  looked  like  before 
human  beings  decided  to  build  buildings, 
houses  and  roads  all  over  it?  It’s  usually 
quite  a  shock  to  our  system,  because 
we’re  used  to  seeing  urban  spaces  com¬ 
pletely  covered  by  tall  buildings  and  other 
hallmarks  of  civilization  and  it’s  difficult 
to  imagine  that  same  space  as  a  vast,  open 
area  filled  with  trees,  streams  and 
wildlife. 

The  Mission  District  is  no  exception 
to  this  rule.  The  bustling  streets  we  see 
today,  lined  with  shops,  houses  and  other 
buildings,  all  took  shape  over  many  years. 
Did  you  know  that  just  a  few  hundred 
years  ago  the  Mission  District  was  home 
to  swamps  and  rivers?  In  fact,  the  original 
Mission  Dolores  at  330  Dolores  Street 
was  built  alongside  a  lake  -  the  Lago  de 
Los  Dolores.  Of  course,  that  lake  has  now 
been  built  over  and  when  you  look  at  the 
area  as  it  is  today,  you’d  never  guess  a 
lake  had  ever  been  there. 

But  why  should  it  matter  how  the 
Mission  looked  before  today?  If  you’re  an 
archaeologist,  it  matters  to  you  for  many 
reasons.  Archaeologists  are  concerned 
with  protecting  and  preserving  the  things 
that  have  been  left  on  the  earth  over  time, 
as  the  land  passed  from  one  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  next.  The  things  our  ancestors 
left  behind  are  really  a  hidden  record, 
which  can  teach  us  about  how  they  lived. 
If  we  destroy  the  things  that  our  ancestors 
have  left,  and  ignore  the  fact  that  the  earth 
contains  valuable  clues  to  the  people  that 
lived  before  us,  we’ll  miss  out  on  a  lot  of 
what  histoiy  can  teach  us. 

For  that  reason,  when  developers 
decide  to  build  things  in  different  parts  of 
the  City,  the  Planning  Department  gets 
involved  if  they  suspect  the  site  may  con¬ 
tain  significant  archeological  resources. 
What’s  an  archeological  resource?  It  can 
be  anything  -  from  a  buried  ship  to  a 
blacksmith’s  tools  to  the  shells  or  beads  of 
a  Native  Indian  tribe.  If  there’s  reason  to 
believe  that  developing  a  space  contain¬ 
ing  archeological  resources  might  affect 


those  resources  (meaning  damage  or 
destroy  them),  the  City  requires  an  evalu¬ 
ation  to  determine  what  was  on  the  site, 
both  pre-historically  (before  European 
settlers  arrived  in  the  1760s)  and  histori¬ 
cally  (after  the  arrival  of  Europeans). 

Jumping  through  bureaucratic  hoops 
in  order  to  develop  a  plot  of  land  may 
seem  frivolous,  but  if  it’s  not  done  the 
consequences  can  be  dire.  In  the  case  of 
Native  American  sites,  it’s  extremely 
important.  Many  times,  there  are  no  writ¬ 
ten  records  about  Native  Indian  tribes, 
including  their  customs  and  way  of  life. 
Without  preserving  the  traces  of  history 
they  left  behind,  (what  archeologists  call 
the  “archaeological  record”),  much  of 
what  we  could  learn  about  entire  cultures 
would  be  lost  forever. 

The  Mission  District  contains  numer¬ 
ous  sites  of  historical  and  archaeological 
significance.  It  has  been  home  to  many 
different  people  and  ethnic  groups  over 
the  years,  and  the  archaeological  record 
shows  the  changes  in  values  these  people 
adopted  as  they  became  acclimated  to 
American  life. 

For  2,000  years,  this  area  was  home 
to  the  Ohlone  Indians.  In  1776,  the 
Spaniards  arrived  to  establish  a  Mission. 
They  were  eventually  replaced  by 
Californois  (Mexican-born  traders)  who 
took  over  the  Mission  lands  and  turned 
them  into  rancheros.  In  1849,  the  Gold 
Rush  ushered  in  even  more  changes  as 
real  estate  developers  bought  up  the 
rancheros  and  turned  them  into  residential 
neighborhoods.  Victorian  houses  (that 
were  chosen  from  catalogues)  were  built 
quickly  in  what  is  now  the  Mission 
District.  Yes,  many  people  and  political 
forces  have  shaped  the  landscape  of  the 
Mission  over  the  years. 

The  Mission  is  also  unique  as  an 
archeological  resource  because  there  has 
been  less  grade  disturbance  due  to  earth¬ 
quakes  here  than  in  other  areas  of  the 
City,  leaving  many  architectural  resources 
intact  While  other  parts  of  the  City  were 
destroyed  in  the  earthquake  and  resulting 
fires  in  1906,  much  of  the  Mission  south 
of  20th  Street  was  left  unharmed. 
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Remembering  the  Big  One 


April  18th  marks  the  96th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Great  Fire  and 
Earthquake  of  1906.  In  the 
Mission,  people  will  gather  at  6am  at  20th 
and  Church  Street,  as  they  do  every  year, 
to  commemorate  the  event  by  gilding  a 
fire  hydrant.  Here’s  why  they  do  it. 

The  Mission  sustained  considerable 
damage  from  the  big  shake,  but  it  was  the 
fire  which  followed  that  destroyed  nearly 
every  building  between  Dolores  and 
Howard  (now  South  Van  Ness  and  20th 
and  12th  street,  Notable  exceptions  to  the 
devastation  were  the  Tanforan  Cottages 
(circa  1850)  at  15th  and  Dolores,  the 
Spreckles  Mansion  at  573  South  Van  Ness 
and  Mission  Dolores. 

One  reason  for  the  extent  of  the  dam¬ 
age  can  be  found  in  the  way  the  area  was 
developed.  Between  the  1860s  and  the 
1880s  the  Mission  was  the  site  of  a  rather 
extensive  (450  acres)  landfill  campaign 
that  eliminated  some  small  creeks  and 
lakes  (see  map  on  opposite  page).  The 
sloppiness  of  some  of  the  fill  techniques 
increased  the  amount  of  earth  shift  during 
the  quake,  rupturing  a  vital  water  main 
As  the  firestorm  raged  in  from  South  of 
Market  on  April  19th,  hydrant  after 
hydrant  failed  to  produce  water. 

In  the  path  of  the  fire  lay  the  col¬ 
lapsed  Valencia  Hotel,  a  four-story  struc¬ 
ture  reduced  to  one  story  by  the  quake. 
The  destruction  of  this  building,  located 
on  Valencia  between  18th  and  19th 
directly  over  the  filled-in  Laguna  de 
Manantial,  led  to  the  biggest  loss  of  life  in 
the  Mission.  Thirty  to  eighty  people 
trapped  in  the  ruins  died,  many  drowning 


in  the  water  from  the  broken  main.  The 
exact  number  is  unknown  since  rescue 
efforts  were  prematurely  terminated  by 
the  rapidly  advancing  fire. 

Firemen  and  volunteers  began  dyna¬ 
miting  buildings  to  create  firebreaks  as 
hydrants  continued  to  prove  useless. 
Finally,  they  found  the  hydrant  connected 
to  an  old  cistern  at  20th  and  Church  was 
in  working  order,  but  the  fire  horses  were 
by  now  too  exhausted  to  pull  the  engines 
up  the  steep  grade. 

In  desperation,  bystanders  and  fire 
crews  pulled  the  engines  up  the  hill  them¬ 
selves  as  a  crowd  of  thousands  cheered 
them  on.  With  water  available  to  fight  the 
flames  and  the  northern  side  of  20th 
Street  flattened  by  dynamite,  the  fire  was 
at  last  halted. 

Today  the  sharply  demarcated  archi¬ 
tectural  styles  on  20th  Street  west  of 
Valencia  (Victorian  on  the  south  side, 
20th  Century  mix  on  the  north  side)  serve 
as  an  impressive  historical  reminder  of 
the  disaster  and  heroism  of  nearly  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago.  The  fire  and  the  fire  fighters  are 
commemorated  by  the  disaster  survivors 
and  local  history  buffs  in  the  yearly  cere¬ 
mony  on  April  18th  at  6  am,  when  the  lit¬ 
tle  fireplug  that  could  is  given  a  new  coat 
of  gold  paint. 


The  site  of  the  Valencia  Hotel  is  now 
occupied  by  Discount  Brake  and  Clutch 
at  740  Valencia.  A  waterway  map  and 
tableau  of  historic  photos  with  commen¬ 
tary  regarding  the  Quake  can  found  in  the 
customer  waiting  room. 


Every  year  historian  Robert  Kruezberger  has  organized  a  grand  celebration 
of  the  fire  hydrant  that  saved  the  Mission  at  daybreak  at  the  corner  of  20th  & 
Church.  Spectators  are  given  a  chance  to  spray  paint  the  hydrant  gold,  say  a 
few  words  or  simply  take  in  the  great  scenery.  Photo  by  C  M  Collins 


Would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...e$pecially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years. 

Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of  4^ 

California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  Street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331  fish  &  poultry 


Jorge  Argueta:  local  Bohemian  makes  good 


Jorge  Argueta  wins  Americas  Award 


Some  people  are  doers  some  aren’t 
Jorge  Argueta  is  a  doer.  If  he’s  not 
reading  his  poetry  in  cafes,  setting 
up  benefit  readings  with  other  poets,  get¬ 
ting  his  work  published  or  developing 
special  programs  for  children  in  the 
schools,  he’s  got  some  kind  of  project  in 
the  works.  He’s  a  man  on  the  move. 

Last  year,  Argueta  published  a 
remarkably  insightful  and  partially  auto¬ 
biographical  bilingual  children’s  book 
about  the  experiences  of  a  young 
Salvadoran  immigrant  adjusting  to  life  in 
the  United  States.  A  Movie  in  My  Pillow/ 
Una  pelicula  en  mi  almohada  was  the 
first  book  for  young  readers  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  nearly  500,000  Salvadorans 
who  fled  the  brutal  civil  war  in  their  coun¬ 
try. 


Published  by  the  Mission-based 
Children’s  Book  Press  and  beautifully 
illustrated  by  Elizabeth  Gomez,  the  book 
has  been  selected  as  the  winner  of  the 
2001  Americas  Award  for  Children’s  and 
Young  Adult  Literature. 


The  award  is  given  for  works  that 
“authentically  and  engagingly  portray  the 
cultures  of  Latin  America,  the  Caribbean, 
or  Latinos  in  the  United  States.”  It  comes 
with  a  $10,000  prize,  which  should  cer¬ 
tainly  brighten  the  author’s  day. 
Congratulations,  Jorge. 

Characteristically,  Argueta  is  not  sit¬ 
ting  on  his  well-deserved  laurels:  next 
month  he  takes  over  as  poetry  editor  of 
the  New  Mission  News. 


ADVERTISE 
IN 


MISSION  NEWS 
FOR  RATES 
AND  INFORMATION 
CALL  695-8702 
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every  1st  Friday 

* - - 


para  las  mujeres 


CHULITA  GO-GO'S  W 

t\Uiin  ete  Cora^on  SOT  £  Chill  iD  c on  mm  rilmaa  S\rc4*  ftria 
9:00  -  3:00am  the  STUD,  399-9th  Street, SF 


Cafe  /  Restaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  S.PAIN 

Home  of  S(H)ANGRI(L)A 
Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


I 


431-4069 


CSfelftlho 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
_ Friday:  11—5  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 


(ji  oodwill’s 

All  Clothing:  $1.25 


Auctions: 

Electronics,  Etc. 

starting  at  $10/rack 

86  11th  Street 
(between  Market  &  Mission) 


Local  girl  makes  good,  recent  reviews  and 
new,  Small  Farmers’  Journal,  genetically 
engineered  fish  and  other  opportunities 
for  change 

There  goes  the  ghetto:  After  transform¬ 
ing  a  drab  comer  into  a  citywide  destina¬ 
tion,  Emmy’s  Spaghetti  Shack  on  Virginia 
at  Mission  Street,  and  chef  Sarah  Kimon, 
were  spotlighted  in  the  March  issue  of 
Bon  Appetit. 

I  ran  into  Sarah  not  five  minutes  after 
buying  the  magazine,  one  of  life’s  small 
feats.  She  laughed  and  said,  “If  you  want 
to  see  something  funny,  look  at  my  pic¬ 
ture  in  there.  Everybody  else  drives  up  in 
new  Jaguars  and  I  rode  the  bus!”  And, 
sure  enough,  there  she  is,  front  and  center, 
as  bold  and  suave  as  the  sauteed  calf’s 
liver  I  was  served  at  the  Shack  on  a  chilly 
December  evening.  Congratulations  on 
the  recognition.  It  takes  guts  to  serve 
liver. . . 

We  dined  at  the  “new  ”  Bruno 's  on  a 
recent  Sunday  night,  and  while  service 
was  more  than  fine  and  the  music  was 
excellent,  the  kitchen  was  misfiring.  New 
kitchens  can  take  some  time  to  come 
together,  and  a  neighbor  who  works  there 
assures  us  that  they’re  getting  better 
everyday.  Our  chocolate  pudding  was 
delicious.  The  new  menu  and  lower  prices 
are  very  attractive,  and  the  dining  room  is 
classic,  so  we’ll  be  back. 

There  were  a  flurry  of  openings  in 
early  March  on  Guerrero  Street  between 
22nd  and  23rd  includes  Luisa’s  Trattoria 
and  pizzeria  La  Focaccia.  This  pretty 
much  fills  up  the  space  next  door  to  Cafe 
Que  Tal.  Luisa’s  has  become  an  instant  hit 
and  without  a  reservation  there  can  be  up 
to  a  twenty -minute  wait  on  weekends. 

We  haven’t  gotten  to  La  Focaccia’s 
new  Guerrero  location  but  we  sampled 
the  baked  goods  at  their  place  on  18th 
between  Diamond  and  Collingwood, 
near  Castro.  They  were  warm  and  fragrant 
and  we  liked  them-garlic,  anchovy,  caper 
and  tomato  pizza,  a  three-cheese  and 
spinach  calzone,  and  great  focaccia 
stuffed  with  prosciutto,  pine  nuts,  mush¬ 
rooms  and  goat  cheese.  Looks  like  the 
Mission  will  have  an  Italian  pizzeria  at 
last. 

Guerrero  Street  also  lost  a  bakeiy, 
Lady  Baltimore,  and  the  space  is  at  pre¬ 
sent  empty.  The  former  owners  said  they 
had  sold  the  business  to  an  organic  bread 
company.  This  would  be  welcome  in  the 
Mission,  and  ideally  every  neighborhood 
should  have  somewhere  to  go  for  fresh, 
healthy,  maybe  even  warm  bread.  Let’s 
hope  it  happens,  and  maybe  if  we  yell 
loudly  enough  other  people  will  realize 
the  value  and  the  need  to  work  with 
yeasts,  and  sourdough  starters,  and  sticky 
dough  transformed  miraculously  by  fire 
into  our  daily  bread. 


Speaking  of  which:  The  current  issue  of 
Small  Farmer's  Journal  is  louder  than 
ever  in  the  frontispiece  editorial,  which 
concerns  itself  with  truly  scary  fears  los¬ 
ing  our  human  heritage  and  our  very  life 
force  by  the  introduction  of  genetically 
modified  plants  and  animals  into  our  food 
systems.  SFJ  editor/publisher  Lynn  R. 


Miller  likens  it  to  a  war  against  humanity, 
fought  by  multinationals  and  supermar¬ 
kets  and  even  our  Government  Imagine 
that! 


He  writes,  “The  battlefield  of  our 
near  future  will  be  the  countertops  and 
academic  journals  of  the  life  sciences. 
...it  has  already  become  the  moral  and 
ethical  equivalent  of  a  dirty,  unwelcome 
war.  Humanity  does  not  belong  in  this  war 
with  nature;  we  cannot  win  control  over 
the  genetic  code  and  the  deeper  mysteries 
of  life.” 

He  is  wary  of  a  world  of  fewer  and 
fewer  livestock  breeds,  less  and  less  veg¬ 
etable  seeds,  and  eventually  no  possibili¬ 
ties  save  those  sold  to  us  by  someone  we 
will  never  see.  It  seems  more  important 
now  than  ever  before  in  human  history 
that  we  begin  to  take  a  stand  against  those 
who  would  limit  what  we  can  eat,  drink 
and  consume,  because  we  truly  are  what 
we  eat.  There  isn’t  a  corporation  in  exis¬ 
tence  better  than  Mother  Earth  herself. 

Small  Farmer 's  Journal  is  all  about 
the  deeper  mysteries  of  life,  like  home- 
spun  recipes  and  practical  horse  farming. 
You  can  find  out  more  on  the  website, 
www. smallfarmersjortmal.com  or  by 
writing  to  RO.  Box  1627,  Sisters  OR 
97759. 


One  last  bitch:  There  are  enough  creepy 
creatures  out  there  without  having  to  deal 
with  seven-eyed  salmon  or  turbo  catfish. 
The  Bush  Administration,  lo  and  behold, 
is  in  the  process  right  now  of  approving 
the  production  of  genetically  engineered 
fish  in  laboratories,  to  be  released  in  open 
waters.  Once  they  have  entered  our 
wildlife  systems,  according  to  a  new 
study  at  Purdue  University,  they  could 
“cause  extinction  of  native  species  within 
only  a  few  generations.”  These  genera¬ 
tions  are  in  salmon  and  catfish  time,  not 
human  generations. 

This  only  begins  the  story,  and  again 
the  possibilities  are  frightening.  But  this  is 
where  the  chance  for  positive  change 
comes.  Talk  to  your  fishmonger  and  to 
restaurants  you  patronize.  Demand  infor¬ 
mative  labeling,  and  if  that  fails,  boycott 
GE  fish  products! 

Even  beyond  the  important  and  nec¬ 
essary  discussions  and  concerns  over 
health  risks  to  ourselves  and  our  ecosys¬ 
tems,  we'  sure  don’t  need  Mclox  or 
McBagels,  nor  do  we  see  a  square  catfish 
as  being  great  just  because  you  can  slice  it 
easier  and  it  fits  on  McBun.  We  don’t 
want  this  to  happen! 

Please  write  to  the  agencies  listed 
below,  check  out  the  websites  and  tell 
your  sushi-eating  friends,  your  catfishing 
cousins  and  anybody  who  ever  read  Moby 
Dick.  Don’t  let  this  happen  in  SF  bay! 

Organic  Consumers  Association  6101 
Cliff  Estate  Rd,  Little  Marais,  MN  55614 
www.organicconsrrmers.org 

The  Center  for  Food  Safety  660 
Pennsylvania  Ave.  SE,  Suite  302, 
Washington,  DC  20003,  www.centerfor- 
foodsafety.org 

www.gefish.org 

www.fatalharvest.org 
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Antibiotics  and  irritable  bowel  syndrome. 


Some  recent  studies  have  shown  a 
link  between  Irritable  Bowel 
Syndrome  (IBS)  and  the  use  of 
antibiotics.  Although  acute  antibiotic- 
associated  diarrhea  is  well  known,  these 
studies  have  shown  a  connection  between 
short-term  use  of  antibiotics  and  more 
persistent  irritable  bowel  symptoms. 

This  may  give  many  people  an 
answer  as  to  why  they  may  be  afflicted 
with  IBS  symptoms,  even  months  after 
taking  a  single  course  of  antibiotics.  In 
one  study,  tire  most  frequent  antibiotic 
given  was  amoxicillin,  the  most  common 
antibiotic  used  and  the  one  most  often 
given  to  children  for  ear  infections. 


widely  used  that  newer  and  stronger 
antibiotics  have  been  needed  to  deal  with 
bacteria  that  have  grown  immune  to  older 
forms  of  antibiotics. 

Certain  antibiotics  have  a  broad- 
spectrum  usage,  in  that  they  affect  a  wide 
range  of  bacteria,  and  these  may  include 
the  positive  bacteria  found  in  the  bowel 
that  are  necessary  for  healthy  intestines. 
Cipro,  the  antibiotic  recommended  for 
anthrax  prevention,  is  one  of  these  types 
of  antibiotics,  which  is  why  it  should  only 
be  used  if  really  necessary.  As  mentioned 
in  a  previous  article,  it  is  questionable 
whether  Cipro  is  the  only  effective  antibi¬ 
otic  for  that  use. 


Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 


Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 


One  other  study  showed  that  the  IBS 
symptoms  were  improved  by  taking  a  lac- 
tobacillus  supplement.  Lactobacillus  is  a 
form  of  acidophilus  that  helps  restore  the 
bowel  flora  destroyed  by  antibiotics. 
Whenever  taking  antibiotics,  it  is  good  to 
take  lactobacillus  to  help  protect  diges¬ 
tion. 

The  use  of  antibiotics  has  become  so 
common  today  that  we  are  now  facing  a 
crisis  in  our  ability  to  deal  with  bacterial 
infections.  Antibiotics  were  first  widely 
used  after  1945,  and  at.  that  time  doctors 
were  cautioned  to  use  them  with  restraint. 
However,  since  then  they  have  become  so 


One  other  problem  with  prolonged 
antibiotic  use  is  that  over  time  it  may 
lower  the  body’s  immunity,  which  can 
lead  to  further  infections.  For  example,  it 
has  been  recorded  how  repeated  use  of 
antibiotics  for  childhood  ear  infections 
can  lead  to  chronic  congestion  in  the  ear, 
which  can  then  require  tubes  to  release 
the  congestion. 

The  important  rule  is  to  use  antibi¬ 
otics  only  when  it  is  clear  that  they  are 
needed.  Taking  them  for  colds  and  flu 
can  be  wasteful  as  these  are  most  often 
viral,  not  bacterial,  infections. 


Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 


MOM  @  Bayview 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94124 


MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

1580  Valencia  Suite  301 
San  Francisco,  GA  94110 


Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 


A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


Miracle  Mile 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Since  it  opened  up  about  2  years  ago 
Luna  Park  has  been  an  immediate 
favorite  with  locals  and  the  visitors 


alike.  The  relaxed  atmosphere  is  compli¬ 
mented  by  a  combination  of  innovative 
dishes  and  work-a-day-world  fare,  all 
priced  in  the  more  or  less  affordable 
$15-25  range  and  there’s  a  full  bar  for  all 
manner  of  whistle  wetting. 

Luna  Park  is  usually  crowded,  in  the 
evenings,  especially  weekends,'  so  get 
reservations.  Fortunately  it’s  not  as  full 
for  lunch  and  you  can  just  pop  in. 
Recommended:  warm  goat  cheese  fon¬ 
due. 


MISSION 
MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL 
MEETING 
WEDNESDAY  APRIL  17 

ESPRESSO  DRAVO  CAFE 

663  VALENCIA  STREET 

NOON 

TOPIC  OF  DISCUSSION: 
REZONING  OF  THE  MIS¬ 
SION’S  COMMERCIAL  AND 
INDUSTRIAL  AREAS 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  St  -  5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Petpr  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 

Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


LOW  FEE 

PYSCHOTHERAPY 

NEW  COLLEGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY  PROGRAM, 
COMMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 


r 


EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  INTERNS  PROVIDING  INDIVIDUAL,  COUPLES 
AND  FAMILY  THERAPY  TO  THE  COMMUNITY. 

741  VALENCIA  STREET 


(415)437-3456 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


Luna  Park,  located  at  694  Valencia,  is 
open  daily  11:30am  to  2:30pm;  5:30pm 
to  11:30pm  Mon-Thur;  5:30pm  to  mid¬ 
night  Fri  &  Sat;  5:30pm  to  10:30pm 
Sunday.  Tel:  553-8584 


TO  JOIN  MISSi  nl  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALI  979-4171 


ALL  LOCAL  MERCHANTS  WELCOME 
LUNCH  DONATION  $5. 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  tie  print  mm.) 


One  Hour: 

Overnight: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

full  frame  with  borders! 

1-3  days: 

Instant: 

enlargements  to  20"x3O , 

passport  &  immigration  photos 

2  days: 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 

2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 


9:30  -  6:pp 
10:00-  6:00 
1 1:00-  5:30 
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Time  to  Travel  -  in  your  armchair  or  on  the  road 


While  it’s  almost  time  to  travel, 
it’s  always  time  to  think  about 
traveling!  Whether  your  dream 
vacation  takes  you  to  China,  Mexico,  or 
Disneyland  we  have  books  (and  a  few 
videos)  to  show  you  the  way. 

The  library  has  all  kinds  of  guide¬ 
books  for  all  kinds  of  places!  Whether 
you  want  to  go  to  Africa  or  Europe, 
Kenya  or  Spain,  we’ve  got  guidebooks 
and  other  kinds  of  information  to  help  you 
prepare.  There  are  guidebooks  for 
(almost)  every  purpose.  The  Lonely 
Planet  and  Rough  Guides,  for  example, 
are  oriented  toward  “adventure”  travel, 
while  Fodor’s  and  Frommer’s  have  a 
slightly  more  sedate  point  of  view. 
Insight  Guides  and  Dorling  Kindersley 
Travel  Guides  are  full  of  photos  and  dia¬ 
grams.  We  have  guides  for  families  and 
guides  for  gays.  Browse  in  our  travel  sec¬ 
tion  to  see  which  ones  are  the  most  useful 
for  the  way  you  like  to  travel. 

Marty  different  parts  of  the  world  are 
represented  in  our  travel  collection, 
including  the  U.S.  At  Mission  Branch, 
our  specialty  is  Mexico  and  other  Latin 
American  countries,  so  we  have  lots  of 
guides  (and  other  kinds  of  info)  on  them. 
There  are  books  on  most  popular  travel 
destinations,  from  Asia  to  Eastern  Europe 
to  the  South  Pacific.  We  also  have  many 
books  on  the  Bay  Area  and  other  parts  of 
California. 

Anything  we  don’t  have  here,  we  can 
get  for  you  from  another  branch  This  is 
a  service  that  we  used  to  change  for,  but  is 
now  free.  When’s  the  last  time  you 
remember  a  price  going  down  so  low  that 
it  disappeared  altogether? 

If  you  want  to  go  (or  dream  of  going) 
somewhere  new,  but  don’t  know  where  to 


Pet  of 
the  month 


I'm  Fancy,  a  lovely  little  lady  looking 
for  just  the  right  adopter  who  will 
appreciate  and  enjoy  all  the  fabulous 
things  I  have  to  offer.  For  starters,  I'm 
very  affectionate.  I  love  to  give  and 
receive  lots  of  attention-who  wouldn't 
want  that  in  a  feline  friend?  The  more 
love  you  have  to  give,  the  better,  as  far  as 
I'm  concerned.  I'm  also  very  sociable,  and 
I  have  the  gift  of  gab.  (You  can  see  I'm 
talking  in  my  photo.)  I  love  to  chat  about 
everything,  and  I'll  entertain  you  with  my 
stories  and  adventures.  I'm  a  13 -year-old 
black  and  white  short  hair,  and  I  weigh  7 
pounds. 

Yes,  I'm  a  mature  gal,  but  I'm  still 
active.  Like  most  older  cats.  I'm  mellow¬ 
er  and  less  demanding  than  a  youngster. 
I'm  clearly  well  past  the  kitten  stage  in 
life,  so  I  won't  be  climbing  the  curtains  in 
play  or  racing  around  your  bedroom  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  Kittens  usually  fmd 
homes  quickly.  But  a  cat  my  age  really 
needs  your  love.  I  don't  care  for  the  corn- 


start,  you  might  try  looking  at  some  of  our 
magazines.  We  have  two  on  travel  - 
National  Geographic  Traveler  and  Arthur 
Frommer’s  Budget  Travel  -  and  many 
other  magazines  also  have  travel  articles. 
You  can  look  at  them  here  or  take  them 
home  for  inspiration  right  in  your  own 
armchair.  Most  magazines  (other  than  the 
most  recent  issue)  can  be  checked  ot. 

Maybe  you’ve  chosen  the  vacation 
spot  of  your  dreams,  and  now  you  want  a 
little  background  information.  Well, 
you’ve  come  to  the  right  place.  We  have 
books  on  the  history  and  culture  of  many 
different  countries.  For  some  countries, 
there’s  even  a  series  of  Traveler’s 
Histories,  if  you  want  the  short  version. 
There’s  also  a  Traveler’s  Tales  series  of 
true  stories  of  the  adventures  of  other  vis¬ 
itors  that  will  inspire,  amuse  and,  perhaps, 
warn  you  about  what  awaits. 

Come  on  in  and  check  it  out! 

Mission  library  Programs 

April  Special  Program  for  all  ages: 
Voices  of  the  World  -  Sean  Powers  shares 
interesting  instruments  and  stories  from 
around  the  world  on  Wednesday,  April  3 
at  4:00  p.m. 

There  are  Children’s  storytimes  in 
English  and  Spanish  on  Thursday  and 
Saturday  mornings.  Call  415-695-5090 
for  more  information. 

See  you  at  the  library! 

The  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News, 
3288  21st  Street,  Box  202,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  org 


pany  of  dogs  or  cats,  so  if  I  could  be  the 
one-and-only  animal  friend  in  the  house,  I 
would  truly  appreciate  it.  I  love  the  com¬ 
pany  of  people,  though,  so  the  more 
human  friends  I  have,  the  better. 

When  you  adopt  me,  I'll  go  home 
with  all  my  toys,  my  litter  box  (plus  litter) 
and  my  comfy  cat  cozy.  I  also  get  6 
months  of  free  in-house  veterinary  care  at 
the  San  Francisco  SPCA  Animal 
Hospital.  Fancy  that!  If  you  are  interested 
in  adopting  me,  come  visit  me  at  The  San 
Francisco  SPCA,  2500- 16th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103.  415-554-3000. 
www.sfspca.org 


New  College  of  California 


School  of  Graduate  Psychology 


Leading  to  M.F.T.  Licensure 

Feminist-Clinical  & 
Social-Clinical  Emphasis 

We  utilize  a  psychodynamic  and  systems-theories  approach,  advancing 
the  concepts  that  in  order  to  effect  change  in  our  society;  it  is  necessary 
to  understand  how  psychology  shapes  the  political  process. 

INFORMATION  SESSION 
WEDNESDAY,  APRIL10  (6:30  PM) 

NEW  COLLEGE  CULTURAL  CENTER 
766  VALENCIA  STREET 
415-437-3421 


www.  newcollege.  edu 


Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Financial  aid  is  available  for  students  who  qualify. 


Do  you  want  to  become  a  U.S.  citizen? 

FREE  SERVICES  for  SF  &  Alameda  County  residents: 

•  Completion  of  N-400  or  N-600  Application 

•  Citizenship  Classes 

•  Interview  Preparation  Workshops 

•  Follow-up  Services,  including  INS  Inquiries 
For  more  information,  call  the  IRC,  9am-2pm,  before  June  15,  2002: 
in  San  Francisco,  call  Naomi  at  (415)863-3777  (Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri.  only) 
in  Oakland,  call  Svlvia  at  (510)452-8222 


.  new  and  used  .hnnlfQ 

dogearedKJr^ 


sell 

trade 

10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 
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Rent  racket 

Editor, 

Subsidized  housing  for  the  working 
poor  is  a  gift  of  public  funds  to  the  corpo¬ 
rations  that  employ  them.  If  the  poor  had 
to  pay  market  rate  rents,  they  couldn’t 
afford  to  live  here  and  would  no  longer  be 
in  the  local  labor  pool.  If  their  employers 
wanted  their  job  done,  they  would  have  to 
raise  the  pay  of  those  willing  to  do  that 
work  to  the  level  [sufficient]  that  the 
workers  could  afford  to  pay  market  rate 
rents. 

This  is  no  small  matter.  The  real  cost 
of  public  housing  is  about  $2,500  per 
month  while  the  tenant  pays  perhaps  $300 
of  that.  The  taxpayer  (you)  pays  the  other 
$2,200  each  month-after  you  have  paid 
your  own  market  rate  rent.  Why  not  let 
the  employing  corporations  pay  what  the 
job  these  people  are  doing  is  worth? 

James  Keefer 

Check  the  milk  cartons 


Editor, 

Heard  any  word  from  Frank 
Deadbeat  or  got  any  ideas  on  where  I 
might  find  him?  Been  a  long  time  now,  6 
years,  since  I  heard  from  him. 
What  a  dirty  place  the  Mission  was  last 
tune  I  drove  down  South  Van  Ness. 
I  mean,  one  could  ask  what  I  compare  that 
to,  since  this  has  never  been  the 
beauty  spot  of  the  City,  but  I  used  to  like 
the  area.  I  can’t  imagine 
trying  to  ride  my  skateboard  down  the 
sidewalk  as  I  used  to  do  without 
sliding  in  ooze  or  gunk  or  just  plain  get¬ 
ting  wrapped  up  in  trash. 

I  am  rather  glad  I  live  in  no-people  zone 
(the  right  to  starve  county)  Mendocino. 

I  wish  that  the  Dot.Com  crash  could  bring 
back  a  revival  of  collectivism  and  com¬ 
munity  like  the  70s,  but  that  is  over  for 
one  of  the  most  crowded  spots  in  CA. 
There’s  just  too  many  people  and  the  rich 
not  allowing  anything  but  uniformity  or 
filth.  When  are  you  going  to  sell  your 
interest  in  The  New  Mission  News  and 
move  on  yourself? 

Paris  AKA  Richard  Kaderli 

Toby  fan 


Editor, 

Congratulations  to  you  on  Toby 
Levine’s  fine  articles  in  the  New  Mission 
News.  Her  latest  one  on  homelessness 
must  have  taken  a  lot  of  research  and  I 
hope  it  is  widely  read.  More  power  to 
you. 

Bill  Powell 

KQED  conspiracy 

Editor, 

Thanks  for  your  election  editorial.  It 
was  “funny.”  Hey,  I  have  a  question  for 
you.  Do  you  ever  watch  KQED?  That’s 
the  public  television  station;  it  used  to 
have  mainly  opera  singing  and  somebody 
“Live  from  Red  Rocks.”  Lately,  though, 
they’ve  changed  their  programming  for¬ 
mat  Now  it’s  advice  on  how  to  be  happy, 
have  a  good  sex  life,  lose  weight  -  24 
hours  a  day. 

Sometimes  they  even  show  the  same 
exact  speech  again  and  again,  like  Doctor 
Scott,  the  television  preacher,  used  to  do 
when  his  dupes  out  in  TV-land  failed  to 
phone  in  the  bucks  fast  enough.  “Nope, 
that’s  not  enough,”  the  preacher  would 
say,  looking  out  through  his  tinted  glasses 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


and  puffing  on  his  cigar.  “Run  the  tape 
again.”  (Most  people  didn’t  know  Dr. 
Scott  really  was  a  Ph.  D.  -  he  was  the 
brains  behind  Oral  Roberts  before  they 
had  a  rather  personal  falling  out  over  a 
Bible  story  where  Jesus  forgives  the  pros¬ 
titute  -  but  that’s  a  story  for  another  time.) 

Back  to  KQED.  I  couldn’t  for  the  life 
of  me  figure  out  why  they  have  taken  a 
boring  programming  format  and  done 
something  even  more  boring  with  it.  Who 
wants  to  be  lectured  to  by  lifestyle  gums 
in  turtlenecks  and  pancake  makeup  at  ten 
o’clock  on  a  Saturday  night? 

But  I  had  an  idea  and  wonder  if  you 
think  I’m  onto  something.  Just  like  Dr. 
Scott,  KQED  depends  on  viewer  ’’contri¬ 
butions,”  right?  Well,  the  best  way  to  get 
money  from  a  person  in  exchange  for 
basically  nothing  is  to  choose  a  really  stu¬ 
pid  person  to  begin  with,  and  it  helps  if 
the  stupid  person  is  rather  insecure  and 
desperate,  right?  So,  by  showing  pro¬ 
grams  that  are  very  precisely  targeted  to 
appeal  to  very  stupid,  insecure  and  des¬ 
perate  people,  KQED  can  maximize  their 
fundraising  success!  It  makes  sense  to  me, 
but  is  this  giving  them  too  much  credit? 

Sincerely,  A.  Lupus 

Crossing  the  creek 

Editor, 

Re:  the  Sonny  Smith  Steppin’  Out 
column  in  the  February  issue.  As  a  neigh¬ 
bor  of  the  artists  and  craftspeople  men¬ 
tioned  on  Illinois  Street  in  the  mid-water- 
front  area,  I  think  that  Mr.  Smith  has  a  few 
things  right  and  a  few  facts  wrong  about 
the  area  he  is  defending. 

As  a  former  Mission  craftsperson 
evicted  by  the  dot-com  events  of  the  last 
few  years,  I  have  lots  sympathy  for  those 
caught  in  this  new  situation.  I  rode  my 
bike  around  Illinois  Street  on  a  recent 
Sunday  and  dead-end  Illinois  Street  at 
Islais  Creek  is  a  quiet  green  oasis.  It  rep¬ 
resents  what  the  waterfront  at  its  best 
could  be  if  the  shoreline  wasn’t  being 
turned  over  to  high-bid  corporations  and 
developers  for  cruise  ships  and  offices. 

But  to  clarify  the  discussion:  the 
crews  working  on  Third  Street  are  prepar¬ 
ing  the  underground  utilities  for  the  trol¬ 
ley  line.  They  are  not  uncovering  old  rail¬ 
road  ties  for  reuse.  Those  unfortunately 
are  long  gone  or  deeply  buried. 

The  major  environmental  problem  is 
that  the  cement  operations  at  16th  and 
Third  are  on  Catellus’  private  property, 
have  no  leases  and  have  to  move.  The 
Port  of  San  Francisco  wants  the  cement 
producers  out  of  the  water  near  the  gravel 
handling  facilities  on  Cargo  Way  and  the 
south  side  of  Islais  Creek. 

To  get  up  to  400  truckloads  of  gravel 
and  cement  out  and  around  and  still  avoid 
massive  traffic  jams  on  Third  Street,  a 
bridge  across  Islais  Creek  to  connect 
Cargo  Way  and  Cesar  Chavez  is  neces¬ 
sary.  But  perhaps  the  bridge  shouldn’t  be 
at  Illinois  Street.  How  about  on  Port  prop¬ 
erty?  Or  perhaps  the  cement  and  gravel 
operation  should  be  placed  north  of  Islais 
creek. 

In  any  case,  we’ve  had  a  difficult 
time  here  on  Third  Street  with  these 
issues.  Sonny  Smith’s  lack  of  clarity 
doesn’t  help.  His  willingness  to  support 
this  community  and  continue  this  debate 
is  welcome. 

Sincerely,  John  Grew  Sheridan 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x  5"  or  4”x6 "  with  or  without  borders 
$1243  24exp.  $1625  36 exp.  one  to  two  days 


B& W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  photofinishing  service. 


1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday .  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


Joseph  C.  Styger,  D.D.S.,  Inc. 

General  &  Cosmetic  Dentistry 

Emphasis  on  Peridontal  Preventive  Therapy 

450  Sutter  Street 
Suite  2140 

San  Francisco,  CA  94108 

(415)  421-0811 

Fax:  (415)  421-9202 


Check  out  our  website  at:  smilesbydrstyger.com 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦'  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself” 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &Axle  Sendee 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 


^State  of  CaSiforni^V 

LICENSED 


smoJ£ 

CH^CK 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


, 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


BBB 


T®" 


(41 5)  285-8588 


611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.50  VALUE) 
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Modern  Times  Bookstore 

888  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
(415)  282-9246 
Mon-Sat  10-9.  Sun  11-6 
www.moderntimesDookstore.com 


Tuesday,  April  2nd  at  7:}0 


Tuesday,  April  16th  at  7:30 
RANDALL  SULLIVAN  LAbyrinth 


UNDERGROUND  CALIFORNIA 

with  poets  Norma  Cole,  David  Larsen,  Camille 

Roy,  Jocelyn  Saidenberg,  &  Truong  Tran 

Wednesday,  April  3rd  at  7:30 

MEDIA  ALLIANCE  &  ECOLOGY  CENTER 

Report  on  Cuba 

Thursday,  April  4  th  at  7:30pm 

INDEPENDENT  PRESS  &  THE  ENRON 

SCANDAL  with  panelists  Savannah  Blackwell, 

Michelle  Chibara,  &  Norman  Solomon 

Monday,  April  8th  at  7:30 

DOUG  DOWD’S  Economics  Class 

Tuesday,  April  9  th  at  7:30 

GERRY  NICOSIA  Home  to  War 

Wednesday,  April  1 0th  at  7:30 

SYLVIA  BROWNRIGG  Pages  for  You 


Thursday,  April  18  th  at  7:30  pm 
NANCY  MAIRS  A  Troubled  Guest 
Saturday,  April  20th  at  3:45  pm 
Off  site  event  at  Women’s  Building!! 

BARBARA  EHRENREICH 

Nickel  &  Dimed 
Wednesday,  April  24th  at  7:30  pm 
7  STORIES  INDIE  PRESS  PARTY 
25%  off  all  7  Stories  tides  all  month! 

Thursday,  April  25th  at  7:30  pm 

TEHMINA  KHAN  Islamic  Lit  Series 

Friday,  April  26th  at  7:30  pm 

TARIQ  Aid  Clash  ot  Fundamentalsims 

Tuesday,  April  30th  at  7:30  pm 

ROXANNE  DUNBAR  ORTIZ  Oudaw  Woman 


Walking  To  Work 

Ears  covered  against  a  cold  wind 
San  Francisco  feels  like  Alaska 
walking  west  toward  the  sea 
climbing  from  Mission  Street  over  the  hills 
to  work  early,  walking 
slow  as  a  winter  sun 
rain  will  return  when  it's  ready 
bottle  brush  and  mulberry 
holding  their  leaves,  encourage  me 
|  wishing  I  could  walk  all  day 
up  these  hills  and  down 
one  step  at  a  time 

mind  clear  as  winter,  gazing  at  trees 

I  could  walk  to  the  sea 

let  work  wait  until  tomorrow 

or  another  day 

the  wise  ones  say 

we  don't  need  money 

our  souls  are  invisible  on  crystalline  days 

between  storms 

we  are  needless  in  essence 

crystalline  in  truth 

imperceptible  between  storms 

wise  ones,  perceptive  as  a  flight  of  gulls 

gliding  along  24th  Street 

join  me,  walking  to  work  in  a  cold  wind 

bottle  brush  and  mulberry 

holding  tight  to  their  leaves 

encourage  us. 

Don  Brennan 


Amor  De  Rata 

Tu  eres 
Yo  no  soy 

Abajo  del  cielo  hecho  de  gis 
Atras  de  un  foto,  una  memoria 
Escondido 
Tu  mano 

Careciendo  mi  corazon 
Gis  y  carbon 
Lineas 

Flechas  de  plomo 

Tu  beso  me  mato'  junto  con  mi  deseo 
A  conocer  la  locura 
A  conocer  mi  corazon 


Si  no  sigo  aman'dote 
No  pasa  nada  a  ti 
A  mi  si 

A  mi  si  siempre 

Que  no  te  puedo  akanzar  me  hace  mas 
Seguro  que  eres  la  una  y  tambien 
La  luna 

Josh  Rosencranz 

This  We  Are 

I  don't  have  to  touch  you  to  love  you 
I  don't  have  to  know  all  of  you 
For  I  am  something  blind 

You  dance  in  me  and  I  dance  in  you  at  times 
Where  are  you  going? 

You're  a  beautiful  temple 

If  you  are  my  landlord 

Let  me  be  your  gardener 

When  I  hear  the  real  music  of  your  heart 

You  are  calling  me  and  I  hasten 

The  union  of  life  forces 

I  have  no  condition  for  you 
I  hold  no  secrets  from  you 
I  am  honest  and  taste  only  the  truth 
I  am  eternally  in  God’s  gratitude 
I  am  infinitely  patient  with  you 
Never  having  to  reproach 

I  will  forgive  you  every  time 
Even  when  I  am  in  the  most  pain 
My  name  is  love 

Who  are  you? 

Maritsananda  Dimeglio 

Send  all  poetry  submissions  to  Jorge 
Argueta  at  vmiller4@fliindspring.com 


April  Events 

All  events  are  free,  open  to  the  public,  &  wheelchair  accessible.  .Ml  event  books  are  10%  off. 


S5» 


Casanova 


■jr-'-'r  - 


IOUNOC 


527  ValeKcur,  Sort  Vrcuvcbsco 
415.863.9328 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  &  wtldcrafted  bulk  herbs 

♦  We  carry  a  full  line  ♦  Vitamin  Supplements 

OF  TINCTURES  „ 

, ,  ♦  Books 

*  Homeopathic 

remedies  *  Flower  Essences 

,  ♦  Aromatherapy  .  ♦  Body  Care  Products 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  811-0997 

A  Womcn-Owned  Business 


Radio  Hajbana 

Social  Club 

Friday,  April  5  *  9pm  poetry 

Poesia  Jovefl  Reading 


THELMA  FLORES 
ALEJANDRA  MOJICA 
JAIME  MIRANDA 
JAVIER  REYES 
RASSAN  QUEEN 


A.K.A 


Cafe/t CuUumI 


8pm  to  round  midnight 
monday  thru  Saturday 


(41 5f 824-7659 


Yuca  & 
Black 
Beans 

Cuban 

Beer 


&  Music 


Near  -22nd 


1109 

VALENCIA  STREET 
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Sonny  Smith 


The  last  outpost 

The  Radio  Habana  Social  Club  at 
22nd  and  Valencia  might  be  the 
last  outpost  of  an  ‘old’  San 
Francisco  bohemian  sensibility.  I  don’t 
mean  hippie-dippy  dancing-naked-in- 
Golden-Gate-Park  sensibility,  but  art. 
Poetry.  Politics.  Underground  culture. 
International  culture.  Revolution,  even. 

Friday  night,  March  23rd:  there  was  a 
small  gallery  showing  of  sculptor  Abel 
Robaina-  Ancizar,  a  Cuban  exile.  He 
made  the  rounds,  asking  people  to  take  a 
look  at  his  show,  sub-  titled  “Esculturas 
de  Madera  y  Acero  de  la  post-  Guerra 
Cubana  control  los  fantasmas  del  rio 
frio.”  The  sculptures  were  found  objects, 
old  wood,  and  rusted  objects  making  sym¬ 
bols.  Centered  was  a  small  mission  state¬ 
ment  of  the  artist.  It  confessed  his  irrever¬ 
ence  for  us,  the  viewers.  His  irreverence 
was  his  freedom.  He  declared  that  he  did¬ 
n’t  care  about  our  opinions;  that,  in  fact, 
he  was  our  worst  nightmare. 

Two  lovely  ladies  sat  beside  me  at  the 
bar  drinking  sangria.  I  ordered  an  authen¬ 
tic  cappuccino.  They  could  have  been 
two  postmodern  New  York  bohemian  rev¬ 
olutionaries  on  their  way  back  from  a  riot 
in  Brazil.  This  is  the  magic  of  the  Radio 
Habana  Cafe:  it  makes  you  international. 
It  makes  you  romantic.  I  asked  them  a 
top-secret  question:  “How  do  you  like  the 
sculptor?” 


“I  don’t  like  it.  I  don’t  like  anything. 
That’s  my  freedom.  He’s  not  an  artist. 
He’s  my  worst  nightmare.”  I  abandoned 
speaking  of  the  arts.  I  was  left  with  no 
choice  but  to  ask  a  more  important  ques¬ 
tion:  “Have  you  ever  done  it  in  a  public 
bathroom?”  One  girl  mentioned  that  if 
her  husband  were  around  she  would  think 
about  it.  I  knew  right  then  she  wasn’t  my 
type.  I  focused  on  the  other  girl.  She  said, 
“Well,  if  it  was  a  really  nice  bathroom, 
maybe.” 

I  abruptly  made  a  quick  inspection  of 
the  Cafe’s  bathroom.  It  was  the  type  of 
bathroom  where  dreams  come  true.  It  was 
a  dream  bathroom;  blue,  decorated  in  the 
same  style  as  the  whole  restaurant: 
incredible  photographs,  Cuban  pop  cul¬ 
ture  paraphernalia,  junk  art,  found  object 
art,  and  American  pop  culture  phenome¬ 
na.  It  was  a  dream. 

I  reported  this  to  the  one  girl.  She 
said,  “But  I  like  to  be  lying  down.” 

“Well,  it’s  a  very  big  bathroom. 
Spacious.” 

“But  it  would  be  gross  on  a  dirty 
bathroom  floor.” 

“But,  in  fact,  the  bathroom  is  incred¬ 
ibly  clean.” 

This  conversation  was  a  fast  way 
nowhere.  Though  the  music  was  sexy 
saxophone  jazz,  it  couldn’t  help  me.  The 
Radio  Habana'  Club  was  now  at  full 
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La  Bolshevita  rocks  the  house  at  Radio  Habana  Cafe 


Photo  by  Max  Perez 


capacity  and  the  crowd  was  spilled  out 
onto  the  sidewalk.  The  artist  was  enjoying 
his  night  of  celebrity,  making  the  rounds 
dressed  in  black  with  a  cigar — just  like  a 
postwar  Cuban  exile-artist  ought  to.. 

Musicians  shuffled  through  the 
crowd.  Soon,  in  this  small  place,  there 
would  be  music,  live  music,  to  contend 
with  the  photos  on  the  walls.  I  asked  my 
two  New  York  comrades  if  they  knew  of 
anything  in  their  hometown  like  this  cafe. 
They  said  no,  not  really.  “There  are  funky 
places  and  there  are  arty  places,  but  I 
never  have  seen  any  places  that  are  quite 
so  international.”  In  a  city  gone  WASP, 
the  Radio  Habana  is  a  revolution  itself. 
My  two  comrades  left.  I  made  busy  with 
the  Hungry  Hungry  Hippo  game  on  the 
counter.  I  was  packed  into  the  comer, 
waiting  for  the  music. 

Tapas,  frittatas,  and  albondiga  were 
served  to  the  crowd.  Sangria,  wine,  beer. 


and  espressos  were  ordered.  Infinite  pho¬ 
tos  of  the  world’s  great  artists  surrounded 
us  all:  Neruda,  Hemingway,  Bob  Dylan, 
take  your  pick.  The  celebration  of  the 
human  spirit  through  art  and  paintings 
and  framed  poems  and  photographs  is 
intoxicating  and  inspiring. 

The  Cafe  is  an  ever-changing  work  of 
art.  That  is  why  you  are  inspired  and  pro¬ 
pelled  into  something  larger  than  your¬ 
self:  because  you  are  inside  a  piece  of  art, 
the  same  way  you  might  feel  upon  walk¬ 
ing  into  the  Vatican,  albeit  on  a  smaller 
level.  Across  the  street,  ranks  and  files  of 
bridge  and  tunnel  folk  invaded  the  Latin 
American  Club.  Inside  the  Radio  Habana 
Cafe  Carlos  Vives  was  blasting.  The  stars 
were  out.  The  rain  had  quit  and  we  were 
all,  as  I  said...  transported. 

Radio  Habana  Cafe  is  located  at  1109 
Valencia  Street,  open  8  pm  to  ‘round  mid¬ 
night,  with  beer,  wine,  coffee  and  Cuban 
fare. 


Stop  paying  ridiculous 
garage  sale  prices. 


www.thrifttown.com 


$3.00  OFF 

(Any  $10.00  purchase  or  more) 

Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit  one 


4,000  items  arriving  daily. 

2101  Mission  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  •  (415)  861-1132 
(corner  of  17th  &  Mission)  * 

Store  hours:  9  am  -  8  pm  •  Sat  1 0  am  -  7  pm  •  Sun  1 1  am  -  6 


coupon  per  customer.  Please  present  this  coupon 
prior  to  purchase.  Good  through 


Offer  expires  5/1/02 


www.thrifttown.com 
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(415)  826-2321 


•  www.back2picture.com 


Picture  Framing  and  Latin  American  Gallery 
934  Valencia  Street  •  (@  20th  St.)  •  San  Francisco 


*  —  ^  —  ■  ■■  mi 

"(0:ur  Traditional  Mexicali  Food 

•  • 

is  the'  J&e^t  iti  the'  J&ai/  ^rea” 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998,  1999  AND  2000 


■  /in  fit  vaiencm 

Open  daily  10am  to  10pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  Warn 


